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PREFACE 


THO the Lives of. Great 251 Good 
Men are of ſingular Dſe to the 
. the Lives and Manners of the 
trader to an Happy Imitation of. them in 
phatewver their Extellencies chiefly conſt ſt ; 


ſet with reſpe# to the Interior of any 
Perſon," 


fo as to come to the Knowledge of 
wat Mariner of Spirit he is of; 'as I's 
rey he beſt diſcern d by his private ant 
Familiar Letters; So there are no Remains 
F Greut and Gel Mi” wore worthy to 
be preſerv d and exhibited for 'publick 
a than * their Letters, E Peciall * 
A | 


when 


lent Pieces written „ Hui, / peclall/ the 


FF 


gency. b wo it might be 72 no o ſmall 95 
wice if more could be. preſented to the pid 
lick of the Remains of any Kind, than a: 
come to my Knowledge, of that "Powell 
Divine Mr. Rawletr, than whom ſcarct) 
any could be found better efteem'd both in 
the Place of bis, Nativity, and where be 
Exercis'd his Miniftry ; As alſo Abroad i 
the World, upon the Aecount of ſome exit. 


Chriſtian Monitor. 
However in Reference to both bis Lite 


aud bis Remains, 1 bave. been enabl'd 1 


tranſmit Jomething worthy of Mr. Rau. 
lett, as ſpeaking him a ver) fit, Origind 


for "others of the. Inferjor Clerg y.,to. Cop) 


Aer. And ſhall therefore ſubjoin it u 
the Life of Mr. Bernard Gilpin; | ant 


this the rather. as the Miniſiry of both 


was E xercis'd in the ſame; Northern Parti, 


and in the Dioceſe of Durham. 


Nom. Mr. John /Rawlett was. Born at 
Tamworth 12 Warwickſhire f worthy 


and Hone eft Parents; bis Mother of \grea 
ES, Pi "A 


i 1 


= _—_ RARE — _ 


1 _ Tt 


— — —ä SS . = 0 <=, —— — 


The PRE FACE. 
Fit y, and finding in her Son, thro" the 
gular Grace of God, an Farly an Hap- 
Bent to what was Good, ſhe devoted (| 
lim in her own Mind, ike Hamnah the 
other of Samuel, to the Sey vit of God, 
# the Work of the Mi nillry, 4 nping | 
hat one ſo Religiouſly diſpos” d from his 
(ldhood, 1 be uſeful in the ſame 1% 
be Glory of God and the Salvation of 
fmls. A Conſideration whith it "would 
e Happy for the Church, F all Parents 
re ſolely Covern d by, in their Deſign- 
ng any Son already Born, or to be Born 
mo the N la, Vor the atoms of _ 
Alta ar. MY | 
and I ſay of any Fon to e Born into 
be World. For ſo it in, That the ſole (on- 
ſderation, ef pecially with too many Perſons. 
F Qnality, in Breeding up a Son for the 
MmiStry, being with a View to the Freſent- 
w Him to Jome Good Living or Bene ie 
i their ov, or the Futronage of ſome Re- 
lation or Powerful Friend; They do as Dr. 
tchard, the Author of the Coitechiph of 
he Clergy, terms it, Predeſtinate Him be- 
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The PREFAC E. 
fore be... ſhall. be Born, to that Sacred Office. 
But whether well Qualify d or not, with re- 
Jye pet} to Learning « or. Morals, to be "uſ eful in 
be MiniStry, it matters not with them, littl 
weighing the tremendous Truſt repofited in 
k oy Patron of Churches, as upon whoſe f 
| 
| 


— _ — — 


Good and Conſcientious Diſpoſal of a (ue 

of Souls, next under God, depends the Sal. 

vation of many Hundreds. But ſuch bad 

beft. beware leſt. thro Choice of. an Igm- 

rant, Lazy, or Immoral wretch, converting 

the Profits of a, Living to Uſes not ſuit- 

1 able to the CbaraGer of 4 Clergyman or Se- 
| cularing them, fo as to Live nat on, but up- 
I on the Incomes of the Cure, as Gentlemen do 
| upon the Iſſues of their Temparal EStates; 
Exerciſing little or nothing f the Fut. 
ons of the M inibiry . ,L in ſuc 
Cures, and taking perhaps as little Car 
to haue the full Meaſures of Faftoral In 
ftruftion both Concionatory and. Cateche- 
tical, diſcharg'd by others deputed by by.them; 
| To . uch Patrons of Churches, TH genture 
© f0. ſpeck, my Thoughts, That it. behoves 
1 her; to beware leſt the them, elves Jon 
e 


The PREFACE, 
e 4nſwerable for the Loſs of Souls, and 
the intolerable Miſchiefs done by their 
pretched Clerks to the Houſe of God. And 
Y ſpeak fully my own Senſe of the Mat- 
fer I know not any Truſt in the World, 
far the undue Diſcharge of which more is 
to be Anſwer d, than for the Preſenting or 
Preferring, an Immoral, Negligent, or even 
an Indiſcreet Clerk giving juſt Occaſion of 
(ffence. Not that. I take all Patrons of 
(burches, and take Lay-Patrons perhaps 
« little Guilty as any, of this fatal Incon- 
ſderation; for of Lay-Patrons I have 
known ſome ſo careful in their Choice, 
and among the Sons of Gentlemen I know 
2 Self deny ing and Diligent in their 
Miniſtry; of both whom I may ſay, in 
(ompariſon of others, that 1 have not 
found ſuch Faith in Iſrael, Among the 
former of which, the following Account I 
am giving of the Excellent Mr. Rawlett, 
leads me to exhibit a very memorable In. 
Stance or Two, and that not a little re- 


dounding to the Honour of Mr. Rawlett 
bimſelf. Fi 


About 
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The PREFACE. 

In the Tear 1682, the Vit icarage of 
Coleſhill in Warwicklhire becoming Va. 
cant, the then Patron Lord Simon Dig | 
was carneßlly applied to by ſeveral C ak 
dates more than uſual, and 15 too with 
Letters of Recommendation from Perſons of 
Quality, far and near. But that Excellent 
Lord; (4 Luminous Star no Doubt, now 
in Heaven, for few had he his Equals for 
good Senſe and Solid Piety whilſt on Earth) 
ſolely Intent upon providing his Church 
with the very 17 of  Pa$tors he could 
get, hearing much of the Fame of Mr. 
Rawlett, wrote to him to New Caſtle up- 
on Tyne, inviting him to accept of the 
Vacant Living; Aſſuring him, that as it 
was his own Great Concern to provide the 
Pariſh of one, who would bave' the Honour 
of. God, nd the Salvation of Souls, a- 
bowve all Things at Heart; So the great 
(haraGter he 2 heard of hine uh ſuch, in- 
duc d him to make Choice of him as one in 
whom he promis'd himſelf to have the great- 
eſt Satisfaction in the Acceptance of that 
Living. It may be eaſily imagin d, 

| u hat 


The PREFACE. 
what a divided State of Mind ſuch. an 
Invitation did put the, good Mr. Raw- 
lett into; on the one Hand, io deny bimt- 
ſelf the Comfort of Living with a Fae 
ind Pariſhioner, ſuch as tov. few of us of 
the Clerg y now adays do enjoy, and with- 
al the being Seated near the Place of his 
Nativity; On the other to Leave the Feo- 
ple, who had that Value for him and ſo 
dearly loꝛ d him, and with whom bu Mi- 
witry had been ſo Succeſsful" as it ſoon 
appear d. For the good People of. New- 
Caſtle no ſooner heard of this Honourable 
Invitation, hut they ſo earneSily beſet him 
with their Intreaties, not to leave them, 
that. he was forc'd to excuſe bimſelf to my 
Lord, which he. did with the Greateſt 
Acknowledgments -of the Honour he dit 
bim in thinking. him worthy of his Favour 
in this Reſ pet. Some Lords and Patron 
perhaps would inwardly have reſented 4 
Refuſal of this Kind, or at leaſt deſpis'd 
the Man for his Imprudence in refuſing a 
Benefice on ſuch out of the Way Conſidera- 
tions, as the Remaining in the. Station he 
ul | | was 


AF 
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was in on the ſrore of doung more "Goo 
therein, than he could be capable of Mini. 
beer. But this, on the oon. 
trary, did very nich encreuſe bis Eſtee 
with the Lord Digby, inſomuch that be 
wrote to him uguin, that ſince he conld 
not for ſuch good Reaſons © accept of the 
Living Himſelf, he wonld Recommend one 

to him like Himſelf, one who would have 
21 Heart the Salvation of Souls,” and to 
whom with ſafety to hi own, he nigle 
Commit that (ure. With tha Commun of 

my Lord, Mr, Rawlett noft\chearfully rom- 
ply'd, letting him know, that he had one 

in his Eye, who he promis d himſelf would 
fully An ſwer his Lordſbip's Deferes, ubon 
therefore, he requiring it of him, he would 
heartily propoſe; and the Perſun whom be 
Recommended prov'd to he that Great an 

| Renowned Divine Mr. Kettlewel, for whom 
that Excellent Bord, after he had rereiv d 
him into his Family, had ſuch an Efleem, 
that no Doubt, it was what ſpurr d him on, 

to e pedite what he had precedlingly reſole u 
in his own Mind, which was to give 1 
. the 


| 
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he great T ythes of Coleſhill to the Church 
far ever,” but could not V that Pious 
Deſogn, himſelf, being talen off by Death, 
tit had it ſo much at Heart as to Reco 
nend it to the Right Honourable the, pre. 
ſent Lord Digby, the Heir to bis Honour 
and Eſtate, 2 well as V irtues. NI an 


Nor was. this the only Inſtance in the 
Kind of that Excellent | Lord' s . Devotion 
„ Goa and his (hurch, for he had alſo 
wt long before bis Death, purchaſed the 
Ithes. of Overwhitacre, where he had 
ken Nurs'd,-.and which. Church bad been 
dmoſt quite ſtripp d of its Maintainance 
for a Minister, deſigning likewiſe to ſet- 
te thoſe Piber on that Church for ever; 
But in @ very, few Tears, he had laid up 
hy theſe and a Multitude of other good 
Works, \ Treaſures , ſo. great in Heaven, 
but it pleaſed. God to Call him ſoon hence 
u enjoy the ſame. Aud the refore, which 
2 al that he had, Time to do, Recom- 
mended upon his, Death-Bed, This alſo to 
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The PREFACE. 

the like Kind, his Sutceſſor has done, hav- 
ing, beſides the ſettling the Great Tythes of 
Coleſhil and Overwhitacre, Given Ground 
for the Site, and been at a very cons 
derable Charge towards Erecting a ver 
fine Parſonage-Houſe on the former, ant 
Rebuildza ruin d Chappel near his Seat in 
Dorſetſhire, adding his own to the Royal 
Bounty for its Endowment , Founded I'm 
Libraries at Coleſhil and Ovyerwhitacre, 
contributed Bountifully to Two more Libra 
ries, one at Warwick, the other at Sher- 
born, Built 2 Repoſitory for the Paro- 
chial Library at eldon, another Redo. 
ry whereof. he is Patron; and moreover 
founded Charity-Schoals at Coleſhil, and 
Sherburn : Rebnilt a Church on bis Eftate 
in Ireland, and alſo Raiſed a Charity- 
School there. Sure I am, ſuch a Pa 
nobile Fratrum are ſcartely to be met with 
in Story. Nor did ever any Copy cone 
nearer to the Original, than has appears 
in the Likeneſs of the latter of theſe to the 
former in another Article of true Happi- 

neſs, beſides that of being Good, and do- 
| =+"-- 
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ing Good, which is all that Life is 929 | 
for; "1%. in the Reward of their | good 
Works.'., Bith:theſe Brothers were marry d 
to Twa. ſuch: Siſters, Ladies who added ta 
their high Hirth ſuch an exalted. Degree of 
Piety and Geadneſs, as. has rendred hotl 
of them the Love and Admiration f al 
that knew them The former deceaſed, an 
Example for her eminent Vertue, and Fie- 
ty, too great for any bu 4 Kettlewel 10 
diſplay : Her ſurwiæ ing Siſter, ſo eminent 
likewiſe in both ReſpeGs, as will render it 
Difficult for am of his Succeſſors, how- 
ever. an eminent Hiſtorian, and. Orator, to 
do her Characier Juſtice, 

Mell; but however, like in their Vertues, 
and the. Rewards, thoſe two Lords bave 
been ; there is one particularity inthe T ranſ- 
ations of the former Lord (in his earneſt 
Defires, the Patron of Mr. Rawlett) ſo Re- 
markable,.that if but to do Honour to Mr. 
Rawlett hzmſelf, we ought by no Means 
to paſs it over is Silence, and that ic, 
that in King James's Parliament ſoon 45 
ter bis Aeceſſion to the Throne, the Houje 
ET: B 2 Oe being 
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The PRE FACE. 
being upon drawing up their  Adareſs 
of Thanks to the King for. aſſuring "then 
of Maintaining the Church. of. Eng. 
land, this Toung Hero in the Cause of 
Cod (hurch, ſtanding 1 "py mod, That 
thoſe moſt Remarkable ords "mi gr be 
added, which is dearer to ue, . Our 
Lives; 7 which" coming from ſo 'Loung « 
Gerne, juſt Return d from bis Ira 
del, as it drew the Eyes and Admiration 
of the whole Hoſe upon him, and wa 
agreed to without Demur; So it drew ile 
Frowns of the Conrt, as be ſoon perceivd, 
who had much rather Dave had us: Apo 
ſtates from, than Martyrs for our moſt 
Holy Religion. © And this noble Teſtimony 
4 this Brave and Good Lord was ſo far 
eſented by that vindiftive Prince, tha MW 
when ſome Tears afterwards. in 1 reland, 
be Proſcrib'd about Four Hundred No- 
blemen and Gentlemen for not appear- 
ing in his Parliament there, forfeiting 
withal their EStates, That "of Geaſhil, 
tle Barony of the Lord Digby, be 


1. ade an immediate Grant 10 one Sir Pa- 
: trick 
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The PRE FA CH: 
tick Trant, an obſcure Fellow, but 4 Fawons 
rite 3 Nor could the Solicitation 72 one, 
who thoug ht he bad - Metit enough of bis 
n to interpoſs e with the Hing, to revoke 
that Grant; in Favour of Lord Digby, 
ind to expunge him out of thoſe Proſerib d, 
ail upan him, his Reſentment for that 
Lord's. Steddineſs hang made him ſo 
much the Man of his } engeance, as to 
return upon the Lord, who Solicited. that 
Favour: with thoſe remarkable Words, No, 
remember him very well, in my Parlia- 
ment in England, ſuppoſing him. to be the 
Perſon, then Poſſeſſor of. the Eſtate. | An 
Intance of that unhappy Prince's both Bi- 
gotry and Cruelty, ſuch. as may alone ren- 
der us ſenſuble what a, Mercy it was to 

w, that we were delivered of him. 
But what is this, ſome will be apt to 
* to the (uſe in Hand, the Life and 


Merit of: Mr. Rawlett? [ think it adds 
veftly to bis Character. Shewing that it 


was not without good. Grounds, it became 
ſo great, and ſbin d ſo bright, far and 


er; 4 10 Occaſion bis being invited 
1 ſrom 


be PREFINCE 


2 ur off, to the Cure o Saule, hy 
— and ng 4 Perſon 4 
a 1 Digby; For as N =P one 
Hand, the F. 
1g Brea! 2 5 8 Beek; mary — 
9 Promotions, is what does. ery much 
depreciate otherwiſe very deſereung Per. 
[ 
| 


ſons, tho ſometimes ſcarcely avoidable: L 
to be ſought out for 4 Great Beneſice, and 
10 be Sollicited themſelves barely on the 
Account of their Merit, to accept ſuch, 
eſpecially when ſonght to by Patrons of ſuch 

di ſtingui ſp d vag ment aud Goodneſs a 

the Lord now mention d; This alone 1 ſuf⸗ 

ficient to illuſtrate thoſe of the Brighteſt 
Charafler, and even ſome of the Greateſi 

ij among the Clergy : And this ue may be 
| moreover ſure of, that ſuch a one in what 
Station ſoever, will be therewith C ontent, 

and not one of thoſe Helluones Beneficio 

rum, who think they have not their Quan- 
tum "gufficir of Preferments in the Church, 
till they hade Monopoliz'd Three, Four, a. 
Five Livings and Dignities, whilſt others 


of Great Merit are fore d to 1 awa) 
the 
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The PREFACE. 
the vigorous and ative Part of their 
Lives uſeleſly in their Colleges, or to live 
half ftlars'd, on ſome plunder'd Vicarage. 
And this Hundreds now may do, before 
they ſhall find a Good Lord Digby, to in- 
vite them to, and moreover endow a good 
kene ſice for them: Nay, and not only ſo, 
hut muintain the Rights of their Churches, 
F incroach'd upon by Saorilegrons Hands ; 
the preſent” Lord and Patron has been 
tnown to do, in two InSlances, ſaying; he 
lRd upon it as the Duty of a Patron, not 
ny to Beftow a Living Conſcientiouſiy, but 
v preſerve ite juſt Duro, tho' it ſhow'd be at 
his own (oſt; and upon this ſcore the more 
fequiſite, ſince ſuch is the 'Perwerſeneſs o 
the People, that they will be ſo prejudic'd 
ainſt the Incumbent, w h⁰ ſhall go 10 
w for his Tythes, as never to ſuffer 
themſelwes to receive any Benefit from bis 
MiniStry, under the Notion, forſooth, that 
the MiniSter muſt needs be 4 Litigious, 
nay, 4 Covetous Prieſt, if be goes to Law 
for his own,” however umvillingiy, and 
bowever fore d upon that angrateful Re- 


medy 
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wedy in his own. Defence, and his Church', 
| Right; with which be is intruſted; whilf 
the Hypocrates\ can ſl ee no ſuch Thing 45 (09. 
_ wetouſneſs in their own detaining ſuch Right. 
Thus with the Impudence. of the Adulte- 
rous Woman in the Prov. 30. 20. who 
eateth and wipeth her Mouth, and faith 1 
have done no wickedneſs, will the Sly aud 
Coveteous Worldling, fteal the Tythe-Sheaf, 
or Lamb, and own it no harm to Rob. the 
Parſon. An hard Dilemma upon à (on. 
ſcientions PaStor. For if he ſhall main. 
tain by Law the Rights of his Charge, hu 
moſt faithful MiniStry will be loft upon 
them, which will be a ſingular Grief t 
ſuch ;, If for quietneſs Sake be. ſuffers hin- 
ſelf and Family to be. flaru d out, and 
bis Succeſſors. to. ſuffer. the like, and bs 
Church \Sacrilegiouſly Robb'd thro bis Fu- 
ſillanimity; and what i ſtill worſe, bis 
Pariſhioners,; or the other Church-Robbers 
10 go on living and dying in mortal Sin ; 
I cannot ſee, how he ſhall excuſe bim ſelf 
of being à partaker in other Men s Sins. 
But neither of theſe Inconveniencies have 
8 / befallen 
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befallen the Incumbent under the Patronage 
of a Digby, it being the Maxim of that 
iuly Noble Family, that it belongs. to 4 
3 10 Protect as well as Ballon 42 
(burch. And ſurely then it muſt redound 
to the no ſmall Honour of Mr. Rawlett, 
and be a very great TeStimony of bis 
Worth, as 4 Perſon highly n Pre- 
ferment, to hade been ſought out to N 
if one beStow'd by a GOOD Lord Digb 
An Honourable Epithet ſurely, which Levee 
„ have gone along by a Gift of Grace, 
better than an Entail, with the Honour and 
Inheritance; I am ſu ure is better founded, 
than that of Moſt Chriſtian, claim'd by a 
Greater | Houſe. | 

Another Article for which the Memory 
of Mr, Rawlett will be ever dear. to me, 
1; That after a moſt ings and Edifying 
Liſe, in which within the Compaſs of « 
few "Tears (for he died Aged ty about 
Forty. Four) he may be ah thought, to 
bave been the happy tb of of gaining 
more Souls to Cd, by bis Plain, Pathe- 
tick and Proflical Ne and by an 
C uncom- 


The PREFACE. 
uncommon exemplarineſs in Life and (ou. 
werſation, than moſt others in the Days he 
lid d in, however fruitful in Men eminent 
for both Piety and e b That other 
Article, I ſay, which renders this Good 
Man valuable with me, is This, That at 
his Death he left his Library, which wa 
not Inconſiderable, to Tamworth the Town 
he was Born in; No doubt, on this Conſ. 
deration, as well as that it was the Place 
of his Nativity, that the Living was in « 
manner Fripp of all its Endowments a 
the Reformation, inſomuch that it wa 
lately endeavour'd to have it Augmented by 
the R. Bounty, cou d ſome other Bene facli- 
ons be obtain d io Entitle it to the ſame. 
To this Place he bequeath'd (beſides the ve. 
ry ſmall EState he had acquir'd of about 201. 
per An. Partly in Augmentation of the Cure 
a5 alſo of the School, the Remainder to o- 
ther Charitable Uſes) 2 very waluable Set 0 
Bool; Many of them being of Internal 
W orth, as well as conſiderable with Reſj pes 
to Numbers. Thoſe are Repoſited in a Large 
Koom in an Alms- Houſe fonnded by the Late 
1 1 Ar. 


The PREFACE: 
Mr. Guy, and are under the Keys of the In- 
umbent, the School- Maſter, and a Third Per- 
MW ſor, but are committed to the CuStody of the 
"WY School-MaSter of the Town : With a free 

feceſs for any Neighbouring Clergyman, as 

rell as Miniſter in the Town, to come to Stu- 
dy therein; And which renders it more uſe- 


ful, any Neighbouring MiniSter complying 


Books, may Borrow out of it for a limited 
lime, the Book he Wants, if to be found 
therein. | 
Now this is what ought to be Acknow- 
lg d a Debt due to his Memory, as the 
Experience of its Benefit, gave a Hint in 
forming the Deſign of Parochial and Lend- 
ng Libraries, as well at Home, as for 
uber Conſiderations was done for the Ser- 
vice of the Clergy in the Plantations 
broad. And which Deſigu, Cod be for 
wer Frais d, is now advanc'd ta no in- 
onſidarable Height in both, as will e re 
lng appear, if it ſball be the Divine Ples- 
ſure, to lend me a few Months longer to fir 
uſb my Days, and therewith the Accounts 
here f which I have in Hand. 
C 2 The. 


with the Kules for the Preſervation of the 
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The firſt Hint indeed gie en of the Uſe. 
fulneſs, indeed of the plain Neteſſuty of 
ſuch a Deſign, was upon another Occaſion, 
viz. One being deſired by the Relations 
of a Neighbouring Clergyman then late) 
Deceas d, to look over his Books in Order 
to their Sale, it was ſurprizing to find him 
ſo poorly furniſhed therewith. And being 
quite at a Loſs how to Account for that 
Character, He had long maintain d far 
Learning and the Repute of an Able Di- 
dine; by ſo poor a Proviſion of Books, us 
he was found poſſeſt of ( For tho he had 
been a Student of Chriſt s-Church of Ten 
Tears ſtanding, before he left the College, 
yet by the few Books found he was poſſeſt 
of, it was thought impoſſible he ſhou'd not 
have Forgot, rather than have Improv'd 
uon the Stock he had acquir d in the 
Univerſity) it ſoon Satisfied me, when | 
found, that whilſt Living, he enjoy d the 
Uſe of Two very Conſiderable Libraries 
in his Pariſh, One that of the late Lord 
Keeper Bridgeman, in the Poſſeſſion of 
his worthy don and Heir, Sir John 

Btidge- 
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ridgeman; the other of Sir Charles Holt, 
ws Patron, and Himſelf 4 Gentleman of 2 
Diftinguiſb'd Learning. It was but N- 
ul on ſuch Occaſion to Refled, as on be 
ne Hand, on the Impoſſibility of many 
Thouſand Vicars and Curates, their en- 
jying ſuch an Advantage, having no bh. 
hraries to any Purpoſe requiſue ſor a Ger- 
man, in their reſpettive Fariſbes, or © 
teſt in the Foſſeſſion of amy 10 
Ford the Uſe f them, as thoſe worthy, - 
Gentlemen ; So on _ other, -the ntter In- 
0 ibility they ould be able to furni | | 
er, ET ont of the = — 5 
lente of their reſpefiive Cures, afford- 
ing ſcarcely the mere N, eceſſuties of Life, 
Food and Raiment Upon this Obſervation 
and Reflection indeed, was form'd ſome- 
thing of a Plan of making ſuch Protiiſi- 
wm both of Parochial and Lending Libras 
nes, before I became acquainted with Mr. 
Rawlett's, and the ſamewas Communicated 
to ſuch of our Neighbouring Brethren, as 
were ſenſible of the Value of Books, who ap- 
prov'd the Deſign, and wiſb'd it a good Sue- 
1 £ 2 
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ceſe; but it remain d ac 4 mere Frojedt in 
Speculation only, till ſeveral of the Clergy i 
by Experience Taſted of the Benefit of Mr, 
Rawlett's Library, out of which they could: 
now and then Borrow the Book we wanted 
to peruſe. And indeed it was uſual for ſom: 
of us to Ride even Ten Miles to Borrow ou 
¶ it the Book we had Occaſion for. It ws 
this Experience which incourag'd, which in- 
wigorated the Publiſhing an Flay, Printed 
about Thirty Tears ſince; and which, Bleſ. 
ſed be God, has had ſuch Succeſs , That, to- 
gether with thoſe, the Miſſionary Clergy in 
our Plantations Abroad have been provided 
with, there are at ths Day in all, at leaf 
Hundred Parochial and Lending Libraries 
Raid and Fix'd upon that Plan : 4nd 
moreover. an Act of Parliament in Eng- 
land, and Acts of Aſſembly in our Plan- 
tations, ( which are Equivalent with our 
Acts of Parliament here) for the Freſer- 
vation thereof ; Together with good Rules 
to be obſerv/d in their Uſe. 1 


But 
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But hom faſt wou d thu good Deſign 
increaſe to the furniſhing in a ' ſhort Time 
every Market Town in England (in which 
generally the Endowments are but mean, and 
yet it is more eſpecially requiſite the Clergy 
therein ſhou'd be able Divines) if after 
the Example of the Good, the Pious, the 
Generous Mr. Rawlett, the more Able 
among the Reverend Clerg y won d upon 
their Demiſe, leave their Books for 4 
Lending Library in the next Marker 
Town, rather than to be Sold after their 
Deceaſe, for little in Compariſon to what 
they Coft them; And as for Libraries 
purely Parochial in Country Pariſhes, if 
athers who can afford it, won d leave thoſe 
for the Benefit of their Succeſſors, T his 
Good Work would advance apace to- 
wards a Perfection. But above all me- 
thinks, our wealthy Dignitaries and Plu- 
raliſts, who cannot be Incumbent wholly 
pon their Cures themſelves, ſhould fur- 
niſb their reſpefive Cures with well cho- © 
ſen Setts of Books ; with Books at leaſt 
adequate to the whole S ſtem of Concio- 

| | natory 
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natory and Catechetical DeGrine. Herely 


ane Minds, 10 bave their reſpetive' ( 
rate give: à full Inſtruction to their om 
Flocks canmitted to the others (harge, 1 
all Things Neceſſary to be Known, be 
Hev'd 2 Practis d, in Order to the Sal. 
ation of thoſe. Souls, for which Chri 
ded; and over which "They are Appoin 
ed Overſeers, and muſt aſſuredly give an 
Ae count one: Day of ray An "aj 
a fo be able with St. Paul to Call Gol 
to Record, that they have not ſhunn d to 
declare unto thein the whole Counſel f 
God. And indeed, if the more wealthy 
among that Rank wou'd furniſh for the 
Vſe of their Curates, and whoever ſbal 
be their Succeſſors therein, ſuch Libraries, 
it wou d not be long, e re moſt, if not eve. 
ny Pariſh in the Kingdom, both Great and 
Sal with Reſpe& to Endowment, wou 
enjoy the Acce to its Endowments, of 
4 Parochial Library: Wor'd enjoy I ſa) 
"the Arceſſion to its Endowments, of 4 Fa- 
rochial er, ; For I cannot but loo 
10 
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Won 2 good Library to he as much, and,as 

properly an Endowment, in its Kind, us 
an Addnion of Glebe. or Tythes ; if it 
were But, as it will be, the ſaving to the 
Incumbent the nece ſſary Charge to be laid 
out in Books And in this Reſpect the 
more neceſſary of the Two, to be ſome Way 
or other Provided : Since after an Endow- 
ment of the other Kind, tho it ſhou'd be 
of One Hundred Pounds a Tear added; 
the other Incumbent perhaps deſtitute of 
neceſſary Books, may not lay out even Five 
Pounds of bimſelf, in what is ſo abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to render him ſufficient for the 
Great Charge he is intruSted withal. And 
where a Pluraliſt or Dignitary cannot be 
Reſident upon his Living, the leaſt, Ill pre- 
ſume to ſay, he can do, in Return for the 
Profits he annually Reaps from it, is to 
Found therein ſuch a Parochial Libra- 
ry, conſiſting of the beſt Books to be ap- 
pendant to the Cure, for ever And more- 


over, to be annually adding to it ſo long as 


be ſhall enjoy ſuch Living. In ſhort, a 
Library, whether Lending o Parochial, 
— D eſpeci- 
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eſpecially conſifting of well-choſen Books, 
more immediately) adapted to all the Parts 
of MiniSterial Inſtruction, is the moſt Com. 
pendious Way of doing a Great, Diffuſive, 
and Permanent Good, with a little, and 
that withal to the better Part, the Souls of 
Men, that I know in the World. Hereby | 
a Man ſingly, may, to all Intents and Pur- 
poſes, render himſelf a Preacher of Righ- 
teouſneſs thro the Mouths of many, and 
that too to many Generations. Hereby he 
will beſt conſult that his Good Works 
ſhall follow Him, and when Dead, to be 
yet Speaking. Nay, hereby a Perſon may 
render himſelf a Miſſionary, a Sort of an 
Ewangeliſt to the Remoteſt, to the Darkeſt 
Corners of the Earth, both .at Home and 
Abroad, without ſtirring from his own 
Home. And to ſum up all in a few 
Words, but thoſe moſt weighty, as the 4- 


wouchment of the Holy Spirit itſelf. Here- 
by he will heſt intitle bimſelf both to the 
| Character of one Greatly Wiſe, and with- 
al, to the higheſt Rewards; being expreſs- 
ly aſſured that, when thoſe who ſleep 9 

| the 
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the Duſt, of the Earth, ſhall awake, 
ſome to everlaſting Life, and ſome to 
everlaſting Contempt; They that be 
Wile, ( that is, Teachers, as render d in 
the Margin ) ſball ſhine as the Brightneſs. 
of the Firmament : And they that turn 
many to Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for 
ever and ever, Dan. 9. 112. 

This, the Great, the Good Mr. Raw- 
ett (as the Great and Good Mr. Gilpin 
before him) rightly and throughly under- 
flood, who not content to lead a Life for 
its Purity, Innocency and Heavenly-Mind- 
edneſs, nearly Angelical, did morever in 
Love to the Souls of Men, going about, 
doing Good, by the Preaching of the Go- 
ſpel. to the Poor in the moſt Plain and 
Practical Manner, to the Capacities of the 
meaneſt (whereby aud by the Pious and 
bis very Practical Pieces diſpersd far aud 
mar, he render'd himſelf almoſt Evange- 
lical) Not content, I ſay, thus far to be- 
come 4 Wile Teacher, he did moreover, 
intitle himſelf to the farther Degrees 
| i of Glory, ſer apart for ſuch, Leave be- 
| D 2 hind. 
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bind him, a Library for the Uſe of thoſ 


who ſhall to late Generations come after him, 
{he ſame Gift carrying a ſtrong Intima- 
tion, in the Manner it is to be us d, to eve- 
ry one who ſhall ſurvive, that Proportion- 
ably to the Talents, Providence: ſhall. gize 
Him; He ſhall Go, and Do likewiſe, 
Luke 1 0. 37. 

And now all that remains worthy of He. 
mark, which is come to my Knowledge, is 
what naturally ariſes from the Conſiders- 
tion of the Enſuing Conſolatory Letter, 
As alſo of the other Pieces of which he 
was the Author, And the 

Firſ Thing I ſhall gather from this 
Letier as worthy of our Conſideration, ü, 
what a Degree of ChriStian Perfection this 
Happy Man muſt have attain d to, in the 
Prime of his Towth, when moſt do 
the Siriggles between Fleſh and Spirit 10 
be the ſtrongeſt, and the Victory moſt doubt- 
ful. The Account which. 1 receiv d from 
the Place of his Nativity, taken out of 
the RegiSter, ſays that he was Baptix d, 
March 28. 1642. And if it was in — 

te 
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the Tear of the Great Plague that he wrote' 
lis Conſolatory Letter, he muſt at that: 
Tine not hade exceeded Forty our. Nom 
it appears from the Account be gives of 
himſelf in his own Letter ; I hat at 
© Twelve or Thirteen he bad by Fits Con- 
« oiGtions upon hs Conſcience; T bat a 
Tear or Two after, his Apprehenſions in 
© Religion were ſomewhat more ripen d, 
K and hu Rejolutions for Holineſs con- 
firm; and tho then when be thought 
« with a ſincere Reſolution to devote him- 
© ſelf to God, with a Deſire. to Receive 
« more of his Grace ſor his (onduct thro 
© the Snares and Temptations of Life, he 
© was full ſeixed with much Vanity of 
« Mind, and lived much eStrang d from 
© God, yet he kept on in a L rat of Dy- 
« ties; Sa that we have uo Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpeci be fell into any Mortal, Freſumpinous, 
or Wilful Sin of any Kind : Aud he ſeems 
even then to have Anſwer'd. the CharaGler 
given of one Born of God, that he 
did not commit sin, that is, any wilfnl 
Sin, for his Seed remained in Hun, wg 
WY 4 


The PREFACE: 


he could not Knowingly commit Sin, be. 
caule he was Born of God, 1 Joh. 3. 9. 
But his (old Fit in Religion was ſoon over; 
For very ſoon after, He began more Prac. 
** tically to diſcern the Nothingneſs of the 
* World, and withal ſaw there was w 
* Way to true Peace and Serenity of Mind, 
* but by a through ſtrong Reſolution, and 
ce ſtrict Watch againſt every Sin, and an 
* Indifferency of Affection to every Crea- 
© ture, and Regarding them no farther 
ce than as ſubſervient to our Eternal Hap- 
© pineſs. Nay, God was ploas d, he ſays, 
© to Reveal himſelf to Him in a more 
ce plentiful Manner than ever, making 
« Him withal the Happy InStrument of 
& awakening others. And thus advan- 
cing from Strength to Strength, from one 
degree of Chriſtian Perfection to another; 
To what Aſſurance did he Arrive at the 
Period of Time in which he wrlt his Let- 
ters? © As to my own Particular, ſays he, 
it 1s my great and confident Hope thro' 
<< the Infinite Mercies of my God in Chriſt, 
ce that I ſball by Death be Tranſlated iu- 
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& to Eternal Life. Oh! what doth my 
© Foul hope to feel by that Time that theſe 
« Lines are got into your Hands? What 
« Words ſhall T hear, what Sighs ſpall I 
« ſee ? What raviſbing Wonders of Love 
« ſball 1 feel? 

Secondly, If in this Bleſſed [Temper 
and Frame of Mind it was that be ſoon 
after Enter d into Holy Orders, as it is 
bighly probable he did, with what Great- 
Sincerity of Heart could he Anſwer the 
Queſtion put to Him by the Biſhop at the 
Holy Altar; and upon the Sacrament, and 
in the Sight of God, Angels, and Men! 
Ob, Awful Solemmity |! oY 
The Queſtion put by the Right Reve- 
rend the Biſhop to every one of them 
that are to be Order d, and in the Pre- 
ſence of the People, is to be after this 
Manner following; 

Do you Truſt that you are Inwardly 
Moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon 
you this Office and Miniſtration, to ſerve 
God for the Promoting of his Glory, and 
the Edifying of his People? To which 

the 
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" the Anſwer made in the ſame 45785 ts, 
1 Truſt I am. 


No doubt the (Church intended by tha 
awful Queſtion to the Candidate for th 
Ministry, to provide as far as poſſible coul 
it be done by Men, that the Church ſhould be 
ferv'd by none, who undertake it, upon In. 
direct, or mere Secular Views, to live on 
Its. Patrimony Having it little, too too lit 
tle in their I houghts to ei themſelvei 
to that Bleſſed Work of the Miniſtry, the 
Sawing of Souls ! No doubt, more eſpecial 
it propos d to itſelf thereby, as to ſhut ou 
thoſe from preſuming to come within ile 
Rails of the Altar, as the Romiſh Prieſts do 
20 Monopolize one alf of the Sacred of. 
ferings ; So not to accumulate to themſelves 
Triplicities, Quadruplicities, nay, Quintu- 
plicities, F Church Preferments, to the un. 
avoidable Buske, if not ſtarving of na- 
ny others, often much more deſerving than 
| themſeves| A wicked Awarice, like thai 
of thoſe, who lay Houſe to Houle, and 

Field ro Field, t till there is no Room ** 
An 
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Ind laſtly, no doubt, ich an open Profeſſion 


and Declaration requir'd therein of their 
being Mov'd by the Holy Ghoſt to come 
into the Service of God's Church, was, not 
only thereby to oblige them to turn the bent 
of their Studies that Way; and that in Or- 
der to lay up a Fund of Sacred and Scriptural 
Knowledge, ſufficient to enable them to be 
Teachers of others, the leaſt that the Queſti- 
on is ſuppos'd to import; but moreover that 
they might be Moved to apply themſelves. in 
their Mini$try to ſave Souls. - And with 
this View, with this eager Deſire moſt cer- 
tainly it was, that Mr. Rawlett was Mo- 
ved from the very Beginning (I might al- 
moſt ſay from his very Infancy). to take 
won Him the Sacred Function. Hence we 
find him expreſſing his Thanks to hu good 
Mother for giving him an Education, fit- 
ting him for the ſame in thoſe very Re- 
markable Words, © I account myſelf 
'* bound to Acknowledge the Goodneſs of 
* God, and your Care and Kindneſs in 
* doing your, utmoſt to give me an In- 
* gennous Education in Knowledge and 

Learn- 
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*© Learni , that ſo I might be better 2 
© ted to ere my God in ſome . 

% 'Employment; and to the Mini try 
2 was yon dean d me, which bet it 
** pleas d God to have "accompli ſb'd me 
for, and then Employ 'd me therein, ] 
5 _ nothing next to his Love in Chrij 
0 to my Soul, that would hade more Re. 
« joyc d my Heart. Which Words, as they 
ſhew be was not then Euter d into Orders 
when be wrote this Conſolatory Letter, ſo 
they proug beyond all doubt, that when af. 
terwards he did, it was with the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity and Purity of Intention to Labour in 
the Work of the Miniftry. And if ſuch 
@ Sincerity and Purity of Intention, all who 
ſhall hereafter come into the ſame, would 
bring along with them to the Biſbop, when 
hey preſem themſelves to Receive the Im- 
poſition of Hands, to the Augmenting and 
Sealing upon their Souls thoſe Yapio part 
thoſe Divine Graces; How Happy would 
it be to Thouſands more perhaps, of our 
future Clergy, to Millions likewiſe of the 
Laity ! Since one that ſpeaks from the 
Bolton 
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tom of his Heart the Divine Tribe 
delivers to them, Speaks as one having 
Authority, and bis Words will penetrate 
the moſt Inward Receſſes; whilſt the moſt 

ied Periods and Theatrica Elocution 
of the other being eaſily perceiv'd to pro- 
ceed from Vanity, will ſcarce ever enter 
deep; will neither awaken the Conſoi vience, 
nor deter the Sinner. S1 flere vis alios | 
flendum eſt tibi. 

Laſtly, I \ſball ſum up ty Remarks 
upon the whole Letter, with this Obſerva- 
tion, that tho written upon 4 particular 
0cca f ion, and reſpeting one Kind of Af 
flitton, "the unexpected Death of the near- 
eft Friend or Relation ; Jet it is equally 
Medicinal to the Aſſwaging of Grief and 
Pain under any AﬀliGion whatſoever , And 
Man being Born'to Trouble as the Sparks 
fly upwards, there is no Perſgn, and in 
10 Station of Life to whom it may not be 
ſametime or other uſeful. But to the Clergy's 

peruſal I would more eſpecially Recommend 
* not only as furni ſoing them with Senti- 
ments of 7 ingular ſe in Viſt ing the Sick, 


or. 
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* - br thoſe who are any Ways Afflicted in Body 
Mind; but as having in it an uncommon Unitig, 
aud aſſimilating Quality, ſo as to render it apt u 
create and nottrifh 4 Contempt of the World, in 

a Heavenly Mindedneſs, equal with what we ſo 

find in the ſo much Celebrated, Thomas a Ken. 

pis, or any other the be Aſceticks. And fo 
12 Reaſon T place it in that Claſs of Bool 

' propoſe for Patochial Libtaries ; Aſceticks þ 
ing. 4 Sort of Writings, which if Judiciodh 

choſen, cannot be too much the Vade Mecum 
of 4 Paſtor of Souls, being proper to be taln 
with him to be Read by him, as well when lil 

Iſaac, he fhall 50 out to. Meditate in the 
Field at Eventide, Gen. 24. 63. as when fu 
that and his other Devotions he retires into hi 
Cloſet. It is readily own*d that there is no whit 

to be found a ſtronger Reaſoning than in miſt 
our Modern Sermons as deliver's both from Pri 

and Pulpit ; But there are ſome who wiſh ther 
was more of the Pathos even in ſome of the bef 
among them. And it is conceiv'd an intimate Coj- 
verſe with thoſe Spiritual Writers, ſuch at th 
many Pieces of the moſt Judicions Eraſmus, Art- 
dius, and others (which in their proper Plat 
may be Nam'd) it would very much tend to impreg- 
nate our own Minds with noble Sentiments of Vi. 
votion; and that it would derive a becoming Heat 
and Warmth into our. Pulpit Diſcourſes, and other 

Practical Compoſures to be much more Converſant 

in thoſe Writers. I, eee 
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J, Reverend * Dear Sir, FT ) 213 not 4 


s it is with an, vj to ſome Pte: 
ſent Evils rowing ri rite; among us, 
„ Wand if they are aer fo 80 on with, 
y- Nout any beck, at the, rate they ,no\ 

. Wo, will Toon prove Fata \i to this Church, 

ad the moſt valuable Part of 1 its Cler- 
py. chat the following Pieces, eſpecia ally 
the Lives of Mr. Gilpin and- Mr. Rawlett 
re publiſhed (the former now in a Fifth 
A Edition) 


The Dedication. 
Edition) ſo it is with the like View 
that they are Dedicated to THT 1 


; Nn in a Caſe of this Nature. 
. LO Evils , complained of, ate, 
Fi, hat roo many, it is to be fear 
now enter into Holy Orders ſolely i 
quality themſelves for the Attainment o 
a Good Benefice, . conſidering it rather x 
a Good Living than a Burthenſome Gur 
of” Souls, requiring much Care and Pain 
id Anſwer the main End; As all Cure 
of Souls will do. 
I be next is, that the N obility and other 
Perſons of Quality, who have Great he- 
nefices to Beſtow, do now take it into 
ei Heads to PredeSlinate, as One terms 
t, (before Born perhaps) a Son, or neal 
Relation to the Functions of the Priel. 
hood; without due Care to his Qualitie 
with reſpect to Learning, or Religion; 
thioking it enongh for one of Quality 
forſoorh, to put in a Curate to Officiate, 
himſel 
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himſelf Living as A Gentleman on the 
R 
Laſtly, That by whiter Intereſt, whe! 
ther by dint of Merit or Family Intereſt, 
they ſhall have obtained One or Two 
Good Benefices, together with as many 
eccleſiaſtical Dignities, Few, or None, 
upon farther Advancements, will flew 
the leaſt Inclination to Quit their Hold, 
even in the meaneſt of their Preferments, 
for others to Enjoy any Thing aſter 
them. 
But alaſs, the Conſequence of each of 
theſe Corruptions will ſoon prove ex- 
treamly Fatal, both to the Church of 
God, and its Beſt Clergy, and to the 
ſmall Remains 'of Religion lefr among 
us! And there needs but a Curſory Re- 
flection to render the Thing too Evident. 
1 

Firſt, From admitting Perſons to En- 
ter into the Miniſtry, withont obliging 
them to have well confidered, Previouſly 
to the Suſception of Holy Orders, the 
Importance of the ſame ; and this by re- 
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quiting them to Read, even in the ven 
Firſt Place, ſome good Traits upon the 
| Pa$toral (are, whereby they may be in- 
form'd, what will be expected from then 
both by God and Man; Hence too many, 
it is to be fear d, do even dare to he t 
the Holy Ghoſt, when it is ſo ſolemnly de- 
manded of them, whether they preſent 
themſelves for Orders, as mowed by the 
Holy Ghoſt :; For if they have not pre. 
viouſly acquainted themſelves with the 
Importance of what they are going a- 
bout, I cannot ſee how with any Sin. 
cerity they can Anſwer, That they Truſt 
they are ſo moved, And what can be 
expected but a, Curſe, inſtead of a Blel- 
ſing, upon a Miniſiry introduced by ſo 
ſolemn. a PegurFl: „„ 
Well, and the very ſame Perſons, En- 
tring ſoon after, as often they do, upon 
Cures of Souls, before having gone thro 
in their Studies the whole Courſe of Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine, both Speculative and Prac- 
tical, do as often ſatisfy theniſelves with 
a few Incohercnt and unconnetted Dil- 
: cCourſes 
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courſes or Sermons, Preaching them o- 
ver and over, without ever having touch: 
ed (no not during the whole Courſe; of 
their Miniſtry) upon very many other Sub- 
jets both Doctrinal and Moral, the Know- 
ledge of which is abſolutely neceſſary the 
People ſhould be Iuſtructed in. Such are 
the Evils of a Precipitate Entring into 
Holy Orders, without apy Preparatory 
Reading both on the PaStoral Care, and 
on the Chriſtian Sy Sten. 

Secondly, As to the next Evil, the Pre- 
determining the younger Son to the Mi- 
niſtry, thinking it enough to Intitle him 
to the Office and all Advantages of the 
ſame, that he Take Orders; Put on now 
and then the Band and Gown ; That he 
gets himſelf Inſtituted into a Good Living; 
and then Commit the whole Cure and 
Care to a Curate, often the Cheapeſt can 
be got; At the Rate that this Trade goes 
on, All our Church Benefices of any 
Value, or whatever Denomination, Par- 
ſonages, as well as Dignities, are in a 
fair Way, to become mere Sine - Curer, or 
FAS ek Lay- 
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Lay-Fees ; or in a word That Heterogene- 
ous Mon ſter lately imported from Abroad, 
Sprritualities Secularized. 

To the Gentleman mdeed coming into 
the Vineyard with the Advantages of 
Birth and Fortune to bear the Burthen and 
Heat of the Day, by Labouring in the 
Work of the Miniſtry (as ſome beſides 
yourſelf to their Immortal Honour we 
have Known to do) we ſhall be ever rea- 
dy to pay double Honour. But if they 
ſhall intrude themſelves like Drones into 
the Houle of God to prey upon the 
Honey, gather'd with great Pains by the 
Induſtrious Bees for the ſupport of the 
Labouring Community; ſurely had we 
the Diſcipline among us of that In- 
duſtrious and ſagacious Animal, ſuch, 
notwithſtanding their Quality, would cer- 
tainly be purg d out of it, as its 
E pen, Or Cut off, as the Warts 
and Wens of the Church of God, ſuck- 
ing out its vital Nouriſhment, but being 
themſelves at the ſame time its fouleſt 
Deformity and Reproach! So far are 

They 
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They from deſerving to be accounted its 
Strength and Ornament, as they vainly 
conceive ; that the having ſo many of 
theſe Gentlemen (or what in the German 
Language they are properly enough call'd, 
Idlemen) liſted in the Service and Mini- 
ſtry of the Church, is one of the great- 
eſt Evils it Labours under at this Day. 
And then, 

Thirdiy, As to That other Evil com- 
plain'd of, the Accumulating on any one 
Perſon, Three, Four, or Fiye Prefer- 
ments with, or without Diſpenſations, or 
Commendams, according as ſome Spiri- 
taal Monopoliſts do go now on, our 
Learned Men in both, Univerſities may 
even burn their Books for any Call they 
are likely to have, to come our of their 
Cells, or to obtain a Place in the Church 
to put their Heads into. Which beſides 
the Injury done to Men of Merit, and 
to whole Pariſhes or other Communities, 
who otherwiſe would have the Benefit 
of Men of Worth Refident among them; 
Beſides this, the bad Effects of ſuch ſhame- 
ful Monopolies will be ſoon found in the 

ſad 
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ſad Decay both of Religion and Learn. 


ing in both thoſe Great Bodies. And 


our R—ngs, B—ds, and the like Learned 
Editors the Seek Fathers, and of 
the Scriptures in the Oriental Languages 
when come out thence, may een Starve 
on till their Dying- Day! in the Condition 
only of Curates, Keaders, and Lecturers. 
And deſervedly too ſome will ſay, now 
that the World is turning Heathen; 
when ſome of che Firſt Clais for Learn. 
ing, but Men of Foreſight withal, wile- 
Iy turn their Studies to the Improvement 
rather of Heathen Authors, and do alaſs, 
too well find their Account i in ſo doing! 
But Laſtiy, Above all, to the Infinite 


Prejudice of Religion, oceafh oned by all 


theſe Scandals put together, elpecially 
by the Laſt; Fhoſe Theomachi, Thoſe 
7 itans of thodern Race, Thoſe Haters of 
God and Religion, the Infidel; among us, 
have reaſon they think to Laugh out, In- 
ſulting us, as if there were nothing but 
PrieSicvaft, mere Prie$tcraft, as Viſible 
as the Sun at Noon Day, to be {een 
among us. 

But, 
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But, hold, Gentlemen, I ſhall venture 
to ſay, and perhaps turn the Laugh up- 
on yourſelves. What if this in Reality 
ſhould be found Lay, or Law-Craft ? 
For what is it but mere Lay-(raft, to 
aſſume the Name, and, may be, the 
Garb, perhaps on the Sunday, but ſcarce- 
ly to give the Good Pariſhioners a Ser- 
mon thereon ; Nay, to their Infinite Scan- 
dal and Offence, putting on the Sport- 
man s Frock to be given up altogether to 
Gentlemen's Diverſions the Week follow- 
ing. And what is it but Lay-Craft and Lam. 
(raft, (both like Herod and Pilate Com- 
bining together) that has obſtructed ever 
ſince the Reformation to this Day, a Re- 
formatio Legum Evtleſiaticarnm "taking 
Place among us, ſo as net to ſuffer Diſci- 
pline to pull the Gown from off the Sheul- 
ders of ſuch pretended Olergymen, who, 
if any ſurely, are falſe Brethren! And even 
in the Popiſh Church; in which our Ene- 
mies Cry out ſo much of Prie$teraft, and 
thro" their Sides are perpetually running 
their venemous Daggers againſt ours; how 
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much in Defiance of all Modeſty is it, or 
an Inſtance at leaſt of Ignorance in the 
Papal Hiſtory, to Call the. like Cheats 
therein, Prie$t-Craft, when in reality it is 
all but Lay and Lam- Craft, devis d on pur. 
poſe by a Mongrel or Lay-Clergy to Ride 
both Prieſt and People. For I would fain 
know were not moſt'of their Popes for ma- 
ny Centuries, nay, and even to this Day, 
mere (anonifts, that is, Lawyers, or Leju- 
leians in their Way? And Two Thirds of 
their Cardinals, and many of their Biſhops, 
What are they ſtill more than Deacons : 
Nay, have they not now even Biſhops, 
ſo groſs is the Abſurdity, for many Years 
before Ordain d, no more than Deacons 
(as we had a late Inſtance in the Biſhop 
of Cologn forſooth) and are not Nine- 
teen in Twenty of thoſe Packs of Knaves, 
the Monks, and Military Orders, mere 
Laymen? J am ſure that Brſhops, Prieſts, 
andDeacons,are the only Orders we Know 
of Divine Inſtitution. And were it not, 
but that they will not ſuffer our Church 
to get rid of {ome Popiſh Relicks, vis. 
Unconſcionable Monopolies by Verrue 


of 
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of Extorted (ommendams and Diſpen- 
ſations, with the Infinite Subtleties of 
Law Chicane, by which they Diſtin- 
guiſh away all Simonaical Bargains, and 
protect the ' Scandalous Saleſmen, both 
Buyers and Sellers in the Temple, I can- 
not but Hope there is ſo much of a Chri- 
ſtian Spirit ſtill remaining among us, chat 
we ſhould hear of ſome foul Practitioners 
in our Way, as now and then we do in 
theirs, thrown over our Bar, and alſo diſ- 
zob'd for ſuch Enormities. : 

In ſhort, all this Foul Play of Mono- 
polizing, Secularizing, and other Inven- 
tions, for which the Inſidels deride us, 
s thus continu d to our Infinite Regret, 
and Palm'd upon us, much againſt our 
Wills, and is indeed what we utterly De- 
teſt, It is ſufficient to expreſs our Indig- 
nation at it, that we account it no other 
than Maſqueradimg; than Maſquerading, I 
ay, which, whether Lay or Eccleſiaſtical, 
Il not ſcruple ro Call the ſource of the vil- 
eſtPractices of all Sorts that can be Nam d, 
or were ever introduc d into a Chriſtian 
B 2 Nation. 
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Nation. And was it a jeſt to be 
Laugh'd at, and not an Injury: to be Re- 
Cm; chat at che Firſt 6r Second of that 
worthy. Entertainment of | 'Maſquerades, 
A Liber. ine Dreſſing himſelf in an k piſ- 
copal Habit, Ack d and Spoke his vile 
and wicde's' Stuff? Or is i fit to be 
laid to the Reproach of the Superior Or- 
der, that ſuch ladignities were offer d it 
in Maſquerade? Alaſs, theſe Fhings juſt. 
ly conſider d, would not be charg d up- 
on our Callings, as Faults, but deplor d 
and pitied as Inflicities; Eſpecially con- 
ſidering what Burning Lights our Church 
has, and I hope maugre all the Devices 
form'd againſt us, will ſtill} be able to 
Glory in. For as heretofore we have 
had not only our Cranmers; Ridleys and 
many other Noble Martyrs and Confe ſſors, 
but our Hookers, Herbert, Hammonads, 

with a long Oc. we could boaſt of; 

So but than ſtill living, and therefore 
fitter to be the Subject of ſuch Remem- 

brances hereafter when Dead, many o- 
chere (ſome of whom I have the For 

erſo⸗ 
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Perſonally to Know) there are, who ab- 


horan y of cheb ra & ices before animadvett- 
ed upon, as utterly unworthy of chem. 
But as to yourielf, tho” I know it will 
be to your Offence, I muſt Name you 
(becaule our Unbelicvers not Conſcious 
to themſelves of any Generons and He- 
roick Qualities, and Acts of Goodneſs, 
and Diſinteredneſs, would ſcarcely give 
Credit, till fore d by giving them che 
very Name of the Perſon) I muſt there- 
fore I ſay, take leave ro Name you as an 
Inſtance of one, even in this degenetate 


gate we are (ſank into, of a Conſiders 


Able Patemal Eſtate, who has taken Or- 


ders purely to Preach and \Exerciſe" all 


the other FunAions of a Miniſter among 
poor Priſoners, as for à long time yon 
did at Exeter; "arid alſo as one, who Con- 
tent wirh your own Temporal Fortune 
as ſufficient to ſupport yburſelf and the 


' Dignity of a Gentleman and his Family, 


would accept of no Cure which may be 


calbd a Benefice; But who out of Love 
to God and the Souls of Men, have vo- 
luntarily 
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luntarily taken upon you a Laborious, 


and far Extended Cure in a Large Mar. 
ker Town, full of Poor, and having lit- 
tle or no Endowment. And becauſe it 
would add to their Wonder, as vainly 
thinkinz none but ſome well meaning 
Man, but of no great Size in the Clals 

of the Literati, would hazard a Repu- 
tation for Learning in Defending ſome 
ſtianity, which it has become faſhionable 
of late for Scepticks to Explode, and q 
thers Cowardly enough to give up, I muſt 
mention you allo as an Eminent Hero 
in the Cauſe of God, in Supporting the 
| Thundring Legion, lo rudely attack d 
and puſb d, as our Infidels would have 
it, by Their own Moyle, as they would 
have "him Eſteem d to be. 8 
And take him they may to themſelves 
for me, for I think him no more an Ho- 
nour to Learning than Religion, who has 
ſo much Labour d, but Fruitleſſy, ot 
with Labour in Vain, as he ſeems to have 
done, to Invalidate that Noble * 
0 
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of Primitive Antiquity, the Miraculous 
Relief wrought ro the Emperor, and 
Roman Legions by the Prayers of the 
Thaundring Legion; A Teſtimony urg'd 
by the earlieſt Apologiſts as one Exter- 
mal Evidence of the Divine Origin of 
Chriſtianity ; But Mr. Moyle in bi Op- 
poſition to the various Teſtimonies for 
the Truth of this Fact, has been ſuffi- 
cently foil'd by yourſelf and Mr. Whi- 
ion. 
[ knew that Gentleman once the "MN 
rite, and Hopes of the Family of Deiſts 
N immers'd in the Senluslitie, about 
(went-Garden ; How he ſet up then for a 
Grear Stickler in Dej ſm, or Socinianiſm; 
But when become wean'd.from this wick- 
ed Town, and the wretched Wits of the 
Place, bert is Reported to have become 
an hand Studenr, and moreover a firm 
believer of Reveal d Religion, -and Or- 
bodox withal; and as the beſt Evidence 
of his being ſuch, that he was Conſtant 
in * Worſhip, and withal Regular 


in 
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in his Morals, and who in Indignatiot 
for the Sins of hie Youth, could neve 
be perſwaded more to come into Patlia. 
ment as not enduring. the Thoughts of 
this Town. However being a- Gren 
Philologiſt, tho! I will not tay he re 
main'd as far as he could be, a Wood. 
be-Unbeliever, yer I am apt to think the 
Vanity incident to ſuch Criticks, to 
much adher d to him to the laſt, vir, 
that of Signalizing his own Great Ac: 
quirements in Learning by Scepticiſing 
upon Ancient Teſtimonies any ' wile Ser- 
viceable, directly, or obliquely to Chri- 
ſtianity, tho for many Ages they have 

ided the Teſt, and have kept their 

round as Unconteſtible Evidence, Such 
a Pedantick Affectation of ſingular 8a. 
gacity, and Impartiality has very much 
prevail'd with {ome other Criticks pro- 
feſſing themſelves firm Believers, in giving 
vp; ſome one, ſome others of theſe An- 
cient Teſtimonies, and it; was accounted 
a Weakneſs: not to yield as is ſhrewdly 


enough 
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enough animadverted upon by Voſſius. 
With a juſt Air of Indignation at the 
Vanity and Wickedneſs of the Thing, 
ind in ſuch Terms as may make ſuch 
Traditors aſnam'd, and are therefore here 
Subjoin d; But God be Prais d who has 
nis d their Equals in Learning and Judg- 


4 


Profecto nullos Religio Chriſtiana infenfiores habet 
Wl hoſes, quam ,ipſos Chriſtianos, cum vix ullum apud anti- 
quos de Chiific aut vaticinium, aut teſtimonium invenias, 
quod non complutes etiam doctiſſimi viri care aut 
etiam penitus evertere fuerint conati. Argumento ſint non 
ea tantum quz, de Sihlit & Sibyſlinis ex Cicerane; Virgilio, 
s alijſq; attulimus loca, adeo ea aludere & falſis inter- 
Wh pretamengis enervire conati ſunt, ac ſi illa 1 ro- 
fitentur, odio ijs fuiſſet religio. 1ſaar Voſſius de Sibyllinis Orat. 
ag. 260. Item & in Ep. Dedicat, Tho. Brunoni. Sctibis te 
WT fnicari qui fiat, ut cum olim, præſertim in Primitiva Eccle- 
A ot Judzorum millia ad Chriſtianorum tranſierint Partes, 
Jodie tam pauci & pene nulli reperiantur, qui ſe perſuaderi 
patiantur. Verum fi .iſtiuſmodi — credamus fabellis, 
i kt in interpretandis ſacris libris duces ſequamur Rabbinos; 
luud fieri aliter Sei ut non plures Chriſtiani ad Judzos, 
_ udzi ad Chriſtianos ſe conferant ? ProteQto pro Ju- 
renus magis Chriſtiani, quam ipſi militant Judz!. 
Quad vero addis, ſiquis hodiernos Judæos ijſdem dean 
tis quibus Veteres uſt ſunt Chriſtiani, Libris ſcilicet 
llinis & ſimilibus, omnem omnino defore ſucceſſum;y prz- 
ſertim eum ne Chriſtiani quidem ullis diutius credant Sibyl- 
ls. Id quidem vetum eſt, ſed hæc Chriftianorum eſt cul- 
la, impune permittentium ut quzlibet Scripta & qualibet 
teſtimonia, quibus noſtra nititur religio, veluti ſpuria & 
dullius fidei, non contemnatitur modo, fed & palam explo- 
deli, The. rrnoni 
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duntut & conculcentur. . Vo Is % 
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ment, and Superiors alſo to the beſt of them 
in Probity, to aſſert of late with Great 
Learning ſeveral of thoſe Records, and 
yourſelf amovg.others And in the Name 
of God go on, to Reſcue. more out of 
the Hands of the Traditors. 
Now for my own part, my Heart 
akes whenever I reflect upon the Deſpe. 
rate State into which thoſe Unhappy Men 
have brought themſelves, who have Pub- 
Iiſhed Books as well clandeſtinely Un. 
dermining and Sapping the Foundations, 
as directly attacking in Front, Reveal d 
Religion; Nay, tho it ſhould be in Dreſ- 
ſing up with the fineſt Plumes borrow d 
from Chriſtianity (as Heathen Philoſo- 
phers after Chriſtianity obtain'd, were 
Known to do) what. they Call Natural 
Religion, if deſign d. at bottom to ren- 
der This ſo Sufficient, and acceptable, 
that it might be thought there was no 
need for God, who at ſundry Times, 
and in divers Manners ſpote in Times 
paſt, by the Prophets, to have at laſt ſpoke 
by his own" Sor, by whom alſo. be wy 

| | the 
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the Worlds; as if the Light of Nature 
alone were bright enough to direct in 
the Paths of Righteouſneſs. This ſeems 
to be of late much affe by many of 
the Writers upon that Subject; and Ilanz 
ſhrewdly ſuſpicious, was in a more eſpe- 
cial Manner in the Religion of Nature 
Delineatetl, without one Word of the 
Religion FO Jeſus Chriſt thro the 
whole Conduct of that Argument. At 
laſt I may venture to affirm, that if not 
ſo Deem d, it is ſcarcely — gin d 
ſo abſtruſe a Boo — have given duch 
keen Appetite to both the Beaut and 
Bells (who are not apt to make cheit 
Heads ake in Studying hard Sentences) 

2s to Read it over Three Times; Nor in 
any other View I preſume, would it have 
been ſo Engaging as to create a Sale 
of Thirteen Thouſand Copies. 

But be: itiotherwiſe; Unhappy Wits 
(the moſt unhappy of all Men Living I 
ſhall ever eſteem them) Thoſe ſeem to 
me, who Publiſh their Books, either o- 

penly ro Attack, or covertly to betray the 

C 2 Suc- 
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Succours of Chriſtianity, and that becauſe 
of this hard Dilemma they have brougbt 
themſelves into; Either to be under a Ne. 
ceſſity as publickly to Recant or Repent, 
or to Perſevere in that Sin, the next to the 
Unpardonable / To Recant! Oh, it wil 
be almoſt impoſſible to bring chemſelvest to 
that; For as Pride was the — So 
chat Paſſion being eyer obſerv'd to be the 
moſt deeply rooted in thoſe Men, Their 
Pride will never permit them (nor without 
a Miracle of Grace have ever any of the 
Deiſtical Tribe been brought to ſo mean 
à Thing, as they deem it) to Retrad, a 


if Men of ſuch Exalted Genius could 
_ poſſibly be in the Wrong, as if there 


were not Tifullibility attach d to their 
Human nder qtanding. Well, and what 


then ? Is it but a Teſt to commit the 


next to, at leaſt, if not itſelf the Unpar- 
donuble Sin / For tho it | ſhould be 


granted that to Call Jeſus Chriſt an Im- 


poſtor, or to Treat him as ſuch, and to 
put Thouſands to all ſucceeding) 'Geners- 


ou ina Way to do the lame, thould ay 
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be the very Sin againſt the Holy Gboſt; 
1s the Caſe now ſtands; Miracles in Con- 
ſirmation of the Goſpel; being not now 
wrought before Mens Eyes (which Ci. 
cumſtance being wanted, and the attributs 
ing thoſe Miracles when wrought, ro the 
Operation of the Devil, ſome do think; 
is what gives the Malignity to that Sin, 
ſo as to render it abſo rely unpardon- 
able) yet as it does not ſpeak a Malig- 
nity againſt Chriſt much leſs Diabolical, 
to treat the: Fropherie- concerning kin; 
and the Miracles: wrought by him, cond 
other Collateral and External Evidences 
nd Occurrences, divinely brought to 
paſs to ſtrengthen our Faith in him; As 
t does not, I ſay, fall much ſhort of the 
ſpecifick. Fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt to 
have written Books, whereby to con- 
vey the Contagion to Future, as well 
28 Infetct the preſent Generation; So it 
makes me cven tremble for our Modern 
Inſidels and Scepticks who have gone 


ſuch Lengths, whenever I Read myſelf, 
oe” Hear 'thoſe Words pronounced; I 
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is Jiipoſſebles for. thoſe who were once en. 
lightned, and have ia ſted of the Heaven. 
ly Gift, and were made Partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt; And have tafted of the Good 
Word of God, and the Powers of the 
World to come. (All which bas been 
the Caſe: of our Modern Infidels, who 
have been Baptiz d, and Educated in the 
Principles of Chriſtianity, as Faught, and 
clearly demonſtrated in this Church and 
Nation, wherein they were Bred) I i 
impoſſible. if they fall amay, to Renens 
them again to Repentance; Seing 

Grucify to themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to an open Shame, Heb. 5. 
4; 5. 6. Thus Unhappy is the Caſe as it 
ſeems to me, of thole many Perſons ( 
alaſs too many ſuch now there are) who 
have ſo boldly attack d the Forts, ſome 
of which you have fo Learnedly De- 
fended. But on the contrary, Happy it 
is to yourſelf to whom God has not only 
given the Talents of an uncommon Share 
of Learning, enabling you to Defend 
his Cauſe, but the Grace alſo to enter 
the 
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the Liſts againſt the Fbiliſtine that bas 
defy'd the Armies of the Living Gol. 
It muſt needs engage the Vows to 
Heaven in your behalf, of all the Friends 
of ſeſus, as it did the whole Army of God 
in the behalf of David, ſecing you with ſo 
nuch Courage (your Armour of Human 
Learning being fanctify'd with Divine) 
enter the Liſts againſt our Proud Phi- 
k8tines, DeiSts and Scepticks, bidding 
Defiance to the Bleſſed Jeſus, the Great 
Captain of our Salvation! Surely, This 
Day is a Day of Trouble, and of Re- 
luke, and of | Blaſphemy ! And fince by 
the Confidence of the Blaſphemers 
Hearts are ſo intimidated, that tho the 
(bildren are come to the Birth, there is 
not Strength to bring forth; and for fear 
of Inſult, tho ſeveral Learned Men, who 
have prepar d their Apologeticks, ſcarce 
dare venture to publiſh them; yet it muſt 
much increaſe your Eſteem with all Oood 
Men, that even when a Gentleman and 
Scholar ſhall be counted à Fool who is 
a Believer, you would at the hazard of 
dato your 


The Deditation 
your Reputation Profeſs yourſelf a Chri. 
ſtian, and by having taken Holy Or. 
ders, declare you are in Earneſt. Brave 
Man! Bleſſed be your Faith and Pati. 
ence, and Heroick Courage. 

However, as Great as This is; and as 
much as it does render you worthy of 
our Higheſt Eſteem; yet beſides your 
Learning and Courage, being moreovet 
Poſſeſt of ſo much Goodneſs, as in ſo 
many various Ways, I have Known you to 
be, ſince firſt acquainted with you; and 
have been molt Zealous and Open- Hand- 
ed, and a nevet failing Benefactor to all 
Methods of Promoting Chriſtian | Know- 
ledge, and Christian Morals both at 
Home and Abroad ; It is this which adds 
vaſtly to the Brightneſs of your Cha- 
racter with me. And yet I have {ome- 
thing more, which being the greateſt In- 
dication with me of a | Mind divinely 
wrought up to an unuſual pitch of Perfec- 
tion; This is what Extorts Acknowledg- 
ments from me; and That is your Rea- 


dineſs, your: Benificence towards Pro- 


moting 
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noting the Defign of Libraries both Pa- 
wchial and more General, or Lending 
Libraries, for the Benefit of the Poorer 
Clergy ; This that the Poor may have the 
Goſpel Preach'd unto them. And as ſome 
ate for This, would be a Sign with me 
that the Kingdom of God, tho' under a 
ad Eclipſe, is not quite to depart from 
us; So that the pooreſt amongſt the Paro- 
cial Miniſters may be render d by Means 
of ſuch Helps, capable to Preach it, it 
was I doubt not the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs which Prompted you to Found 
a Lending or General Library at Topſham 
the Place of your Incumbency, like that 
of Mr. Rawlett, as you will preſently ſee, 
at Tamworth, the Place of his Nativity; 
And not content with This, together 


with your worthy Aſſociate therein, the 
Reverend Mr. Hxiſh, to throw in ſo 
Bountifully towards laying the Founda- 
tion of Ten Parochial ones, including 
That of Topſbam, in the meanly En- 
dow'd Cures near you. Sure I am, that 

| D a8 


- — — . — I Ee 


The Dedication. 
as it is a Bleſſed Work to provide, tha 
the Poor ſbould have the Goſpel Preach 
unto them, 10 that the pooreſt among the 
Clergy ſhould be provided of the he 
ceſſary Helps to do it; It being of God; 
own Appointment chat the FrieSt's Li, 
ſhou'd keep Knowledge, and that the tte. 
ple ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mont, 
ſuch being the Meſſengers of the 1 ord (| 
Hoſts, Mal. 2. 7. But beſides that a mor: 
Comprehenſive, and a more Liffu) ve Way 


of doing Bod: to the better Part, the 


Souls of Men, and that with no great 


Matter of Charge in Compariſon, cannot 
ealily be thought of, than This of Far- 


chial Libraries (ſince with a few Hum 


dred Pounds, a Proviſion may be made 
of Means the likelieſt, of the moſt ne- 
ceſſary Means of all others whatloever, 
to Inlighten many Thouſands, nay, Hun. 


dred of Thouſands, and that even to all 


future Generations) Beſides This I ſay, ! 
cannot conceive a more likely Method 


to reſcue even the Loweſt of the Clergy 


from 
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tom Contempt, which it is unavoidable 
ey ſhould eſcape whilſt found Ignorant 

u what it is their Province of all Men 
J Know: Nor is it alſo the moſt unlikely 
Means to preſerve them from incurring 
Contempt upon the account. likewiſe of 
Wimmorality, ſince being poſſeſt of the moſt 
"{Wirecable Companions, . Good Books, 
Witey will have the leſs Appetite to ſeek 
ſuch Diverſions as are unluitable to the 
Character of a Clergyman, elſewhere, 
and with other Company For he muſt 
have a depraved Taſte indeed who can 
liſh the noiſy Nonſenſe of Sportſmen, 
however of the Rank of Gentlemen, after 
an Intimate Converſation with thoſe Ho- 
neſt Men in Leathern Coats, as Dr. Good- 
nan wittily terms Good Authors. Nor 
bas it a little advanc'd my Eſteem of you, 
that you came into the Defign without 
the leaſt Heſitation, ſo as to give me no 
duſpicion, tho' you had been the Au- 
thor of thoſe Books of which your Li- 
aries have been hitherto compos d, you 
vould have been wanting in a Supply of 
D 2. your 
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your own to the Good Defign ; ng, 
would you I am ſure have appear'd 9 
have wrote them with no Higher View than 
the Bookſeller who Retails them! But alaß 
why ſhould we wonder if ſuch Aurhay 
there are? Does not our Bleſſed Lord in 
that Sermon of his ſo admirably well Con. 
mentated upon very lately, tell us, that 
many ſhall plead their Cauſe at his By 
at the laſt Day, Lord, hade we not Pn. 
phecy'd in thy Name, nay, and in th 
Name done many wonder/ul Works ? (Nay 
and have been perhaps Succeſsful by 
their Abilities in Preaching, to the (af- 
ing out Devils as it were in the Con- 
verſion of others.) And yet our Lotd 
will Profeſs unto them I never Knew you, 
depart from me ye that Work In 
quity. And ſurely with me it ſeems 
not the ſmalleſt among Iniquities, as in. 
cluding in it ſo much of Hypocrily, the 
making the Writing of Godly Books, 
Stale only to acquire Honour, or ſome 
Good Preferment, or a Means to increale 
Riches. 


But 
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Bur I am quite otherways perſwaded 
of the truly Pious, as well as very Learn- 
ed Mr. King of Topſbam, as one who, 
(whenever he ſhall break thro; his Exceſs 
of Modeſty, and will give the World 
the Fruits of his Labours in ſeveral Com- 

ſures, which I queſtion not but, you 
= already form'd) will I doubt not 
beſtow ſome Copies to the Libraries al- 
ready Founded, or to be Founded; or 
will depoſite Numbers of the ſame, if not 
the Righr of Copy, with the Truſtees 
for Parochial Libraries, as {ome have 
done; And that with theſe Twa Views, 


' Firſt, Of enabling our Brethren among 


the Lower Claſs of Parochial Clergy to 
give the People a full Inſtruction in 
Things neceſſary to Salvation; and, 
Secondly, In View to the Increaſe of 
your own Happineſs in ſo doing; 
For Happy ſurely will it be for your- 
ſelf (inſtead of Conveying Poyſon in- 
ro the Minds of Men- in the preſent 
and future Generations, as thole moſt 


unhappy 
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unhappy of all Men do! Whom you 
have ſo Learnedly Oppos d) Happy 
T ſay on the contrary muſt it be to 
yourſelf, and the like Authors, who ſhall 
beſtow fome Numbers of ſuch Inſtruc- 
tive and Edifying Tracts, as they ſhall 
compole, to the Uſe of thoſe, who are 
Teachers of Righteouſneſs ; and Thele to 
continue to be the Helps towards ſuch 
Inſtruction from Generation to Genera- 
tion; Being ever mindful of that re- 
markable Paſſage in Dan. 12. 2, 3, vis. 
That, as, many of them who ſleep in the 
Duſt o of the Earth ſhall awake, ſome to 
EwerlaSting Life, and ſome to Everlafl- 
ing Contempt ; So they that be Wiſe, or 
Teachers of Wiſdom, ſhall ſhine as the 
Briehtneſs of the Firmament, and they 
that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars for ever and ever. Words which 
ſurely, afford Matter for deep Reflection, 
to Authors of Books, both Good and Bad; 
Suthcient to render the Latter the moſt for- 
ward of all Men to Burn their own Books, 
| the 
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the Former the moſt ready to beſtow Theirs 
in a Way, of all others the moſt Com- 
municative |! | * 
And ſurely as to Books of more im- 
mediate Uſe beſtow'd in the Parochial 
Libraries, it is ſcarcely credible that ſuch 
ſhould be flighted by any Dedicating 
themſelves to the Work of the Min try, 
ſince the whole Bulk of the People with- 
in ſuch Pariſhes, by the Help thereof 
would be rendred better Inſtructed to 
the Salvation of their Immortal Souls; 
For ſuch Books being always at Hand, 
it can ſcarcely be thought, that any 
brought up to Letters, and of the Sa- 
cred Function, ſhould not with great 
diligence peruſe them, and derive both 
to themſelves and others Benefit from 
them. But as to the Books intended 
for greater Improvement and Advance- 
ments in Literature, both Divine and 
Human; Propos'd to be Repoſited in 
our more General or Lending Libraries. 
As to the Improvement I ſay of Clergy- 


men 
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men by the Help of thoſe, in which the 
Principal Ingredients will be the Writ- 
ings of the Fathers (and not only of 
them, bur of the various Kinds under the 
Claſs of Humanity) This indeed will 
depend on a more than ordinary Good 
Diſpoſition to Letters, and upon an Ea. 
gerneſs to ſeek our for the Higher Ad- 
vancements in thoſe better furniſh'd Re. 
poſirorics of Learning. And to raiſe in 
all an Appetite to This, and to deaden 
it to other Avocations of a contrary Ten. 
dency, I camot preſent my Brethren of 
the Clergy with Lines more Excitive 
than thoſe of the Learned Dr. Cave, 
which I could wiſh were Writtep up- 
on 'every one of our Study Doors. 


Faceſſat a Nobis itfutilis omnis ſtudiorum ratio, faceſ- 
fant difficiles nugæ, implacabiles rixz, leves & ludicrz di- 
ſputatiunculæ; ætatem teramus non in foro & pretorijs, 
non agyrtarum more ſurſum & deorſum curſitantes, non 
apud Magnatum limina ſordidis obſequijs gratiam & favo- 
rem aucupantes, verum in roſtris, in ambone, intra Bibli- 
othecæ deniq; clathros & cancellos, Eccleſiz commodo, 
animarum Saluti, antiquitatis cognitioni, boniſq; literis 
promovendis gnaviter incumbentes. Hiſt, Lib, Prolegomg 7 
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oF THAT 


Reverend and Pious Man, Mr. Ro w- | 
LETT, the Author of the CyxisTIan 
Monitor, to his Mother, upon his 


Apprehenſion of Dying 7 che ge: 


" 


Dear Mother, | 7 


ONSIDERING eb Morrall | ds | 
is now Abroad, which Calls upòn us to 
expe and prepare for Death, with more than 
N Seriouſneſs * Care to ger every 


T hing 
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Thing done that we would have finiſh'd be 


fore our dying Hour, which may ſuddenj 
ſurprize us; I was therefore willing to han 


this Letter by me, that if it ſhould plek 


God to remove me hence before I have le 
ſure to give you Notice of my Sickneſs, ] 
might do ſomerhing towards the abating & 
your Sorrow by this farewel Letter, --Probs 
bly it may but aggravate your Grief to ſtan 
much in the Acknowledgmeat of all that tes 
der Love, which I have received from y 


ever ſince you brought me into the World: 


And. tho” this be the Effect of Nature, ye 
doth'it Call for our owning and chankfukik 


I deſire in the firſt Place to bleſs God for yo, 
and then to return you my humbleſt Thanks 
for all the Love you have manifeſted both to 
my Soul and Body: I bleſs andpraiſe my God, 
who ſo graciouſly conſulted my Happineſs that 
I ſhould be Born of a Chriſtian Parent, of a trug 
Believer, and that he made me a New Mem- 
ber, not only of the Viſible Church, but of the 
My tical Body of Chriſt. This I really take for 
a 2 Happineſs than to have been Borg of 
the moſt Honourable Lady, Queen, or Em- 
preſs in the World; and from my Heart! 
cruſt, I have often returned Thanks to God, 
that He ſo diſpoſed of my Birth, that I 
not Meir to — or Riches, the uſual 
Snares of Souls, but that I had the happy 
Advantage of a Pious Education. And as 
for that Means, I deſire to be ſincerely _—_ 


Q - 


or 


| 
| 
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fol: to you, who under God have been the 
chief Inſtrument of bringing me not only in- 
to the World of Nature, but of Grace. To 
your Prayers, your Ioſtruttions, your Exam- 
ple, as the Means appointed and bleſt by 
God, I; chiefly owe it that ever I had any: 
Senſe of the Concernments of my Immortal 
Soul, . You. prayed for me when I was yet 
in the Womb, and ever after followed me 
wich Precepts, and God with Petitions, even 
Travailing again in Birth of me, till Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould be form'd in my Heart; or ne- 
yer ceaſing till you had ſome Hopes, your De- 
fires were accompliſh'd. - And 1 account. my- 
ſelf moreover bound to acknowledge the Good- 
neſs of God, and your Care and KindneG in 
doing your utmoſt to give me an Ingenuous 
Education in Knowledge and Learning, that 
{6 I'might be better fitted to ſerve my God 
n ſome publick Employment; and to the 
Miniſtry it was you deſigned me, which, had 
t pleaſed my God to have accompliſhed me 
for, and then employed me therein, I know 
nothing next to his Love in Chriſt to my 
dul, that would have more rejoyced my 
Heart; But theſe Things now I cannot ſtand 
n. I know you have long ſince forgiven any 
Stubbornneſs or Undutifulneſs which ever 1 
laye been guilty of, for which I earneſtly beg 
lardon both of God and you, and that 1 have 
lane no more in a Way of Duty and Grati- 
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tude for all that dear and conſtant Love which 
you have followed me with. ten son 


But that which is the chief Deſign of this 
Writing is, to beſeech you with all Earneſt. 
neſs not to be immoderately Afflicted with 
the Providence of our Heavenly Father in 
my Removal out of this World. And here [ 
will for clearneſs ſake, reduce the Reaſons 1 
{ſhall give in for your Moderation and Com. 
fort, to ſome Heads which I ſhall briefly hint 
to your Thoughts, and deſire you to enlarge 
upon them, and deliberately to ponder and 
digeſt them. And conſider, | 


2 Firſt, The Author of this Diſpenſation, the 
Wiſe, the Gracious God; And is not here 
enough to calm and quiet your Spirit? Na- 
ture no doubt will have its Work, but by that 
time the firſt Tranſports of Grief are over, and 
you ſhall have reduced yourſelf, but to the ſeri 

_ ous Conſideration of This, that it is God who 
hath thus ordered Things, ſurely This cannot 
but mightily prevail with you to ſubmit with 

a great deal of Patience to his Will. Oh! how 
many Sheets of Paper might I ſpend in er- 
larging upon this, but becauſe I ſhall have 
but one to confine my Letter to, I ſhall: only 
touch upon Tkings curſorily. © Conſider, did 
not this Providence as dark and ſad as it 
ſeems, proceed from infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, and can you then Quarrel within! 


Could 


Could you have ordered Things better? Fou 
will not ſay ſo, Let not your diſcontent prae- 
tically ſpeak as much, And bath not that 
God who hath thus diſpoſed of me, Power 
ture Limit his Will or Authority? Muſt we 
give him Laws, or ſet him Bounds, and are 
we not altogether his own? Can he poſſibly 
wrong us by any of his Dealings? And ſure- 
ly none ſhould ever Complain, but thoſe who 
are wronged, who gave us our Breath, who 
hath continued it us hitherto? May not 
he who hath done ſo, withdraw it when he 
pleaſeth ? Are not all Creatures in the World 
ſubject to his Power? And would we be from 


under his Government? 


. Secondly, Remember ; tis this God from whom 
ou have Received all that Mercy which you 
= had ſo full and frequent Experience of 
all your Days, and can you think hardly of 
any of the Providences of that God who hath 
ever. manifeſted himſelf fo good to you? Shall 
one Laſh make you forget all his Love? This 
would be very diſingenuous. Oh! ſhew yourſelf 
even now more thankful for former Mercies 
than diſquieted with the preſent A ffliction. Is 
it not for-this that God hath. try'd you himfelf, 
and is not this enough for your Support? Be- 
think your ſelf ſolemaly that even whilſt you are 
Reading theſe Lines, the Great Majeſty of Hea- 
yen and Earth ſtands over you; ning 
LY, What 
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what a Frame of. Heart you are poſſi 
how: you demean yourſelf under his Hand, 
how you Entertain theſe Directions, and may 
argue you of Undurifulneſs or Impatience; 
And think well within yourſelf how the ever 
Bleſſed God can take it from you; that you 
cannot ſee enough in him to ſatisfy you, and 
to make up the Loſs of a Relation? When he 
is yer ſtill willing to be your God and Porti. 
on! Oh! get but more Practically and Ex- 
perimentally acquainted with God; and you 
will find his Love is an All- ſufficient Trea- 
ſure. In Him is all we want or are depriy- 
ed of. In Him are Riches, Honours, Health, 
Children, Friends, and every Thing that is 
ood. Our ſtrangeneſs to Him makes us ſo 
ond of other Things. For theſe being near 
us and ſo Suited to our Natures; as we con- 
ſiſt of Fleſh, as well as Spirit, our Converſe 
with them is ſenſible and delightful, and 
we know not well how to get that Practical 
Knowledge of God, and clear Communion 
with him that may ſupply the want of Crea- 
tures. But would we earneſtly; preſs aſter it, 
we ſhould really find that whatever made our 
Friends dear to us, is to be met with in God 
with infinite Advantage; He is nearly re 
lated to us, He Loves us better, He can do 
us more good, He is always with us, and will 
never leave us. Make not this then any 
Ground for your Complaints, that in my Re- 
moval you have laſt any Help, and Advasn - 
LW tage 


eſt, and 
and 
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tage to your Soul, for ſtill; you have God to 
TA quicken, and Comfort you; and God 
hath his Choice of Means whereby to conve 
theſe Benefits to you; ſo that in this Regard, 
at the moſt there is but a Bucket broke, but 
ſtill you have the Fountain. 


- * 
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- Thirdly; Conſider it is but Death that hath 
befallen me, which ſince the Fall is appoint- 
ed for all Men: And as for the Kind of 
Death, J hope you will not lay it more to 
Heart, ſuppoſing I do dye by the Plague, 
which is now ſpread Abroad, I muſt con- 
ſeſs, I cannot as to the particular Perſons that 
it ſeizeth, look upon ĩt more a ] t than 
any other Diſeaſe, ſuppoſing we are prepared 


was ſeized withal, as is commonly thought; 
and of this dyed the precious Servant of Chriſt 
Mr. B-—bz, | beſides: Thouſands of others, 
God's deareſt Children no doubt. I know the 

dreadfulneſs of it is, that our Friends runaway: 
from us, and dare not come to us; but yet one 
Comfort is that we are quickly paſt geeding 
them, or their Help. Wherefore do not diſquiet 
yourſelf needleſly with fearing that. I had not 
what was good for me, nor becauſe you was 
not with me, either to have looked to me, or 
to have taken your laſt Fare wel of me. Alaſs, 
that is but a meer Formality, for you could 
neither have done me, or yourſelf any good 
thereby. Let I have oft known Perſons Tor- 
1561115 ture 


ture themſelves with ſuch vain Imaginat ions 
wherefore I caution you aga inſt them. And 
wirhal remember never any of God's Servants 
got to Heaven any other Way then by Death, 
except Enoch and Elias, and they no doubt 
had ſomething Equivalent to paſt upon 

them. You would not ſure have me Exemp. 
ted from the Lot of all, and of God's own 
Children. Vea, did not our Lord himſelf fot 
our Sakes tread this Way before us? And that 
not only to make Satisfaction for us, but to 
Perfume the Grave, and b 2 to 
render Death leſs terrible? And ſhall we 
grudge that ourſelves or Friends go any Way 
which Chriſt hath gone before . 2810 
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* Fourthly, 1 ſhall ſpeak Fmething . relat: 
ing to ourſelves, that may” tend to yout 
Good” I ſuppoſe. I know you will be apt 
to ſay, that had you but dyed firſt, the part: 
ing with me would not have been griev: 
ous to you, which I believe indeed; and no 
Reaſon that it ſhould, 'for when you was to 
to God and Chriſt, *tis not imaginable'you 
hould be loath to leave the deareſt of your 
mortal ſinful frail Relations. But conſider 
What I hinted before, who muſt have the 
- Diſpoſal of us, but our Creator who is out 
Owner and Ruler? Do you think it was for 
want of Wiſdom to know which was beſt, of 
for want of Love and Pity to you that God 
hath thus done? You have no Reaſon to —.— 

; N either 
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either one or af other. j you ſay you 8 
19 pleaſe yourſelf with Hopes that 1 ſhould 
doryive you, give me leave to tell you it Was 
not pru ently. done. For What "Promiſe had 
you dial c 0 Wa Hopes u on? And you ean- 
not think Bi Hike Hopes ſhould lay 
any Egg ment upon God to Ack them; 
and I do n think, chat When at firſt you 
prepared for 4 Child, you ' deſired one 12 
Condition, 100 God would let him outlive 
vou. But then further Conſider, hath not 
God been wonderfull y gracious'to you in pre- 
rving me olive with you thus long? And in 
giving us ſo much Comfort Nom en each other? 
All. Which We owe to his mere Mercy and 1 
uadeſcrved Goodhefs. A And to ſtir you up 30 
ns thankfulge f to God, and Submiſſion c n 
bis Will, k may add, hope without Vanity, 
MY hath been ſo much your Joy, that 
by, Death ſhquld* de your - 
4075 175 if you think this may be: 'an 
e e .of | Jour Grief,” Lam ure it Calls 
upon you more to bleſs God for former Mer- 
cies, and 10 aeg in his preſent Pleaſure. 
Moreover thro- the Bleſſing of God, I hope, 
this Providence uy be very much to you. 
eee Hereb oy you” _ Hays" more | 
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nality there were in it, kl. what Strength 
„ C your 
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. 
your Faith is of now it comes to the Tryal. 1 
have oft thought it was worth parting with eye. 
ry Creature and the comfort thereof, to knoy 

clearly the State of our own Souls, and toe 


what God alone, and the Hopes of Glory alone 
could do with us; whether this would be 
us up when every Thing elſe failed. Certain 
ly this is very Profitable for us, for the Tim 
is coming, when we ſhall have none of the 
Bladders to Swim upon; and we had better 
they went from under us in the ſhallow'Y: 
ter, where the Loſs of them will not do u 
much hurt, then in the deep Ocean when 
We can get no Help, but muſt Drown, 
God alone be not enough for us, what ſhal 
We do at Death, and in the other World 
And then this may have an happy Influenc 
upon you, to draw your Heart nearer to Go 
Oh! well will it be for you, when a 
the Love that I had is placed upon Him tha 
deſerves a Thouſand Times more than all, ar 
ho alone ſhould be loved in all, fince a 
their Goodneſs and Lovelineſs is derived fror 
Him. And as God's Eſſential Goodneſßs is not le 
Ven any Conduct. pipes are cut off, by whi 
it was conveyed, no more than the 6 
the Sun is diminiſhed, when dur Chambe 
windows are ſhut up: So no more ſhould « 
Love be leſſened to Him when any of tl 
Comforts he leat us are withdrawn. 
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more of God up 


y of all 
Profitably Taught to moderate your Love to, 


Cod, and long to be 1 Reſt, filled with 
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Nor need our Joy be diminiſhed any more 
than our Love, ſince ſtill we may ſee That in 
waſelf which he lent” to any Creature for 
Uſe. And by your loving God more, and de- 
pending on Him, more immediately for your 
| you ſhalt enjoy much more of Him, 
z0d feel more the Plenty of the Communica- 
tions of his Goodneſs to your Soul. And was 
there ever a true Believer in the World who 
had taſted the Sweets of God's ſpecial Love, 
that would not heartily Cry out, Lord ſtrip me 
of. Food, Raiment, Health, Liberty, Priends, 
nnn ſo I may but enjoy more 
of thy ſelf. Is he a Chriſtian who would nor 
Part with all theſe for the full Enjoyment of 


God in Heaven? And is there not the ſame 


Reaſon we ſhould Part with any of them for 
Earth? And then thiz 
Providence may more effectually looſen your 
Heart from eyery other Comfort under the 
Sun, and make you more Willing and defir- 
qus to leave this ſinfol miſerable World. 1 
mean not = he. ſhould in Jonas Pet for 
the wither ing 


but from Experience of the Vanity and Frail- 
"Things here below, you may be 


and Delight in them, and retire 


our Soul ro 


thole 
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{ a Gourd, be angry and dif- 
contented even to the Death, deſiring to leave 
''s World, only becauſe there's trouble in it, 
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| — Faith is of now it comes to the Tryal. | 


have oft thought it was worth parting with exe. 
ry Creature and the comfort thereof, to knoy 
clearly the State of our own Souls, and to 
what God alone, and the Hopes of Glory alone 
could do with us; whether this would ber 
us up when every Thing elſe failed. Certain. 
ly this is very Profitable for us, for the Time 
is coming, when we ſhall have none of the{ 
Bladders to Swim upon ; and we had better 
they went from under us in the ſhallow Wa. 
ter, where the Loſs of them will not do us 
much hurt, then in the deep Ocean where 
we can get no Help, but muſt Drown, 
God. alone be not enough for us, what ſhall 
we do at Death, and in the other World! 
And then this may have an happy LInfluenc 
upon you, to draw your Heart nearer to God 
Oh! how well will it be for you, when a 
the Love that I had is placed upon Him that 
deſerves a Thouſand Times more than all, and 
who alone ſhould be loved in all, fince al 
their Goodneſs and Lovelineſs is derived fron 
Him. And as God's Eſſential Goodneſs is not leſ 
when any Conduct. pipes are cut off, by whict 
it was conveyed, no more than the Light c 
the Sun is diminiſhed, when our Chamber 
windows are ſhut up: So no more ſhould ou 
Love be leſſened to Him when any of 
Comforts he lent us are withdrawn. 


No 
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Nor need our Joy be diminiſhed any more 
than our Love, ſince ſtill we may ſee That in 
himſelf which he lent to any Creature for 
Uſe. And by your loving God more, and de- 
pending on Him, more immediately for your 
Comfort, you ſhall enjoy much more of Him, 
and feel more the Plenty of the Communica- 
tions of his Goodneſs to your Soul. And was 
there ever a true Believer in the World wo 
had taſted the Sweets of God's ſpecial Love, 
that would not heartily Cry out, Lord ſtrip me 
of Food, Raiment, calc, Liberty, Friends, 
Life every Thing, ſo I may but enjoy more 
of thy ſelf. Is he a Chriſtian who would nor 
Part with all theſe for the full Enjoyment of 
God in Heaven? And is there not the ſame 
Reaſon we ſhould Part with any of them for 
more of God upon Earth? And then this 
Providence may more effectually looſen your 
Heart from eyery other Comfort under the 
Sun, and make you more willing and deſir- 
qus to leave this ſinful miſerable World: 1 
mean not that you ſhould in Jona}'s Pet for 
the withering of a Gourd, be angry and dif- 
contented even to the Death, deſiring to leave 
the World, only becauſe there's trouble in ir, 
but from Experience of the Vanity and Frail- 
"ty of all Things here below, you may be 
SK Profitably Taught to moderate your Love to, 
and Delight in them, and retire your Soul ro 
God, and long to be at your Reſt, filled with 
121 | | C 2 __-  thole 
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thoſe Joys which leave no Emptineſs, nor Vex. 
ation, nor Thirſt in the Soul; Which Joys God 


derives from 10 into the Spirit of Juſt 


Men, made perfect, and fitted for the receiv. 
werde e , n 


Tis not well that our enjoying of the Gifts 
of God, ſhould; at, all Eftrange our Hearts 
from Him: Nay, 'tis very ſad and Diſinge. 
nuous, but alaſs how: Common! But yet it i 
well if the Removal of them draw us nearer 
to Him, and make us more deſirous after 
Him? Oh! the Gracious Nature of the ever 
bleſſed God, th KO accept of our Love af 
ter we have been laviſhing it upon Vanity, 
and will give us, Reſt with himſelf after we. 
have been wearied in our Wanderings from 
Jim. And then conſider what à little while 
it is before all this will be forgotten and over, 
and as to any Trouble, as if it had never been. 


This Conſideration hath many a Time kept 


me from being much affected with any of the 
ſaddeſt and moſt : dreadful Occurrences that 
ever amaze the World, ſo that I have feared 
ſometimes I was gone into the other Extream 
of Inſenſibility. We ought I know to be 
very ſenſible of the Hand of God in all his 
Dealings with us, ſo far as we can make any 
Advantage of his Providences, and fo far as 


our Griet may be to any good -Purpoſe ; But 
ſurely no farther; For why ſhould we Tor- 
ment ourſelves with what we cannot Help, and 


when 


- 
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when our Vexing will do no Good? And 1 
know not of any more effectual Remedy for 
the allaying of all immoderate Pa ſſions upon 
any Account whatſoever, than a due Regard 
of Things with their Reference to Eternity. 
And then alaſs, what are Wars, and Plagaes, 
and Famines, they do but Kill a many at once, 
who would at Length all ha ve dyed. 


And in a very little Time where are the 

Tokens and Remembrance of them? I con- 
ſeſs, I know nothing worth a fad or ſerious 
Thought, but the Matters of Salvation and 
Damnation. Theſe are over-whelming, aſto- 
niſhing Things! What will it be to you with- 
in theſe very few Years, it may be a very 
ſew Days, that I was thus taken away, or 
what Difference will there be then, whether 
you or I dyed Firſt? Tis now nothing. to Ja- 
cob" that his Joſeph and Benjamin were once in 
ſuch Danger of being both Loſt, which then 
did ſo ſadly affect Him. The poor Shunamte 
that was in ſuch a ſad taking for the Death 
of her only Son, and ran with ſo much Ea- 
ger neſs to the Prophet, hath loſt thoſe Affecti- 
ons and Cares long ago. Tis a long Time 
ſince David ceaſed his bitter Out-cryes, Oh! 
Abſalom my Son, my Son. And every Day 
there are Multitudes upon the Stage of the 
World, ſome acting a merry, others a ſad 
Part; But by the Time they have taken a 
few Turns, off they go, and {till more ſucceed 
ny them, 
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them, who tho? they thought they ſeem all as 
ſerious as may be while their Part is ARi 
preſently it appears that all was but a Shew; 
And ſuch are all the Things of Life ſave, as 
they refer to Eternity. Where are all the aking 
Hearts and weeping Eyes, to go no farther, 
that our late Civil Wars made? Where are 
now all thoſe Complaints which were poured 
out, ſome for a Husband, ſome for a Child, 
or Brother, or Friend ? Are not your Days of 
Mourning for my Father long fince ended, and 
yet once, how hearty was your Grief? Now 
let, the Conſideration of what in a little Time, 
Death has upon all, have ſpeedily the ſame Ef. 
fe& upon you- And was not your Mourning or 
Sighs as the Wind, or ſpilt not you your Tears, 
on the Ground? For the Wind will carry away 
thoſe, and the Duſt will mingle with theſe, 
and all will preſently Vaniſh and be forgot, 
when as you might ſo husband your Sorrow 
as it may redound to your infinite Adyantage. 
But however, I muſt acknowledge the Ap- 
prehenſions of this makes me at preſent to be 
teſs moved with Pity for you, becauſe I know 
your Eyes will ſoon be dryed, and tho? you 
go Mourning to the Grave, yet then you will 
ceaſe: and when you are in Glory, I am ſure 
you will have ſomething elſe to do than Com- 
plain, that I was taken out of the World ſo 
young, and before you. Remember the Ex- 
preſſion of wy Dear, tho? unknown Father, 
0 


wich whom I hope ſhortly to meet in Heaven, 
in 
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in his laſt Letter you ever received from Him, 
that he was gone but a little before, and 
ſhortly you will follow after. What a little 
while will it be before we whoſe Ways may 
now Part, ſhall all meet at our Journeys End, 
ever in the Preſence of the great Jehovah, the 
Boſom of our Dear Lord Feſus ? Methinks 
you ſhould be as well Content that I was in 
another World, as an Hundred Miles from 
you, as I have for ſome while been; You can- 
not hear from me, it is true, but you will 
quickly ſee me, and is not that better ? Had 
not you rather be without a Letter for an 
Year, and have my Company Ten or Twen- 
2 if we might live ſo long together, 
| all that while only to hear from me? 
Why, this is the Caſe; could not you be Con- 
tent that I ſhould £2 to Poſſeſs the Crown of 
France, ſup rowns and Kingdoms, and 
ſuch like very Trifles were as fine Things in 
our Eyes, as in their blind Admirers, tho 
you were left behind and ſhould never hear 


of me more; But eſpecially if I would ſhort- 


| ly ſend for you over there to ſpend all your 
| ] 

| Days, and do you not really prize Heaven at 
a higher Rate than any low Spirited wretch 
| doth a Kingdom ? do you not ſtrongly 
; hope that we ſhall meet in Glory ? 


As 
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As for yourſelf, I believe you have comfort. 
able Evidences for Heaven, and if there were 
any Darkneſs therein, this is a Matter more 
deſerves your Thoughts than the Loſs of me? 
Who would ſtand troubling himſelf for the 
Loſs of Sixpence, that believers, without pre. 
ſent Care and Diligence, he ſhall loſe hi 
whole Eſtate? And when to your own Senſe 
your Title to Happineſs is cleared up, ſurely 
the Joy that ariſeth from ſuch Hopes, may 
well ſwallow up all other Sorrow. And as 
for my own Particular, it is my great and 
conhdent Hope, thro* the infinite Merctes of 
my God in Chriſt, that I ſhall by Death be 
| Tranſlated to everlaſting Life. Oh! what 
doth my Soul hope to feel by that Time that. 
theſe Lines are got into your Hand? What 
Words ſhall I hear, what Sights ſhall I fe, 
what raviſhing Wonders of Love ſhall I feel? 
And could you be ſo uncharitable as to wiſh 
me thence? Have you any Thing greater to 
Deſire for me than his Glory? And can you 
be grieved that at Length your Prayers and 
Hopes are all fully accompliſh'd for me? Say 
not you would have had me ſtayed to have 
done God good Service here on Earth, for ſure- 
ly he knows beſt what to do, and how to dil- 
poſe of his Servant? L wonder not much in- 
deed, that yourſelf did long to be firſt Par. 
taker of This; but yet I ſay, ſince God hath 
- otherwiſe ordered it, envy me not, much leſs 


grieve for me. | 
| There 


— 
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There is no need T ſhould now ſtand to 
e give you any large Account of my Life, 
Jer the Reaſon of my Hope, I have been 
e always well known to you. A vile wretch, 
acknowledge I have been! And have walk- 
sed very unſuitably to that Love with which 
the Lord hath followed me all my Days! And 
Reaſon I have to be aſhamed, and con- 
tounded and bluſh in my Appearance before 
the moſt Holy God, but into the Hands of the 
great Reconciler I commend myſelf and all 
my Affairs, thro! whom I hope to be preſent- 
ed into the Father's Preſence without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing. I bleſs God, I 
fear not Death ſo far as IT can Judge of my- 
elf at the Diſtance, I yet ſtand from it; Nay, 
with a ſubmiſſion to his Will I earneſtly de- 
ire it, for I am exceedingly afraid of Decay- 
ing and Declining in my Love to God, and 
Longing after Him, and I am even tired out 
with a baſe carnal Treacherous unconſtanc 
Heart. I am weary of my Ignorance, eſpe- 
cially of my ſtrange unſuitable Conceptions 
of God, Chriſt and Heaven. I Groan under 
theſe Remnants of Sin that even weigh me 
down. And can you chooſe but Rejoyce thar 
I am delivered from ſuch a Load? Surely, 
Dear Mother, you Loved me fo well, that 


ou cannot but prefer my Gain before your 


own Loſs, and Joy more that I am 2 
| an 
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and my Dear Saviour, than mourn that I am 
not with you and the reſt of my Friends here 
on Earth. The Time was that I felt a loath. 
neſs to dye out of a Deſire to prevent that 
Sorrow, which would thereby be occaſioned 
to you. But now I cannot be moved by 
this Conſideration, which is not of leſs Love 
to you, but I hope out of more to God. [ 
was thinking to tell you ſomething of God); 
Way in working upon my Soul, which it 
may be, I never fully manifeſted to you. In 
Brief then, from about Twelve or Thirteen 
Years as I remember, I had by Fits, ConviRti 
oas upon .my Conſcience, but they made no 
very deep Impreſſion. About an Year or 
Two after when I was at Moſeley, I thought 
my Apprehenſions in Religion were ſomewhat 
more repined, and my Reſolutions for Holi- 
neſs confirmed, and I thought I received much 
Light from Mr. Shaw's Sermon, concerning 
the Covenants, which he Preach'd in order to 
the Sacrament, and which I then began to 
underſtand the Nature of, and did then firſt 
celebrate the ſame. I thought with a ſincere 
Reſolution to devote myſelt to God, with a 
deſire to receive more of his Grace for my 
Conduct thro' the many Snares and Tempta- 
tions of Life; But alaſs, I was ſtill ſeized 
with much Vanity of Mind, and lived much 
eſtranged from God, tho? I kept on a Trac 
of Duties. After my return from 1 

| | eing 
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being left at my Cozen Woods alone, having 
then more Opportunity for private Thoughts, 
began more Practically to diſcern the no- 
thiogneſs of the World, and withal ſaw that 
there was no Way. for true Peace and Serenity 
of Mind, but by a thorow ſtrong Reſolution 
and ſtrict watch againſt every Sin, and an 
indifferency of Affection to every Creature, 
and regarding them no farther than as ſub- 
ſervient to our eternal Intereſt. Being called 
out of this pleaſant Solitarineſs to London, I 
was very fearful of the Prejudice J might 
ſuſtain thro? the greater Temptations of that 
Place, but here God was. pleaſed to reveal 
himſelf ro me in a more Powerful affect ing 
Manner than ever; and making me almoſt 
without my Deſign, the happy Inſtrument, I 
truſt of awakening ſome in our Family to an 
apprehenſion of their eternal Concernments, 
by this Means did bring them cloſer to my 
own Soul, and they made upon my Thoughts 
deeper Impreſſions than ever. Oh bleſſed ! 
and for ever praiſed be infinite and Almigh- 
ty Love which thus followed a poor Creature 
with ſuch gracious Deſign for, and Importu- 
nate tenders of an overlaliag Happineſs! Vile 
wretch that I ſhould once withſtand this 
Motion! Good God, that would ever render 
It a Second, yea, innumerable Times! You 
my find amongſt my Papers if they come 
ate to your Hands, ſome Meditations upon 
cron D 2 Heb, 
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Heb. 11. 27. and alſo upon the 13th Verſe of! 
that Chapter, both of which 1 chiefly de. 
ſigned for you. If either of them be finiſh'q 
when you find them (as yet they are not) 
Communicate them to Mr. Shaw or Mr, Lang. 
ley, and if they think fit, let either of them 
be put to the Preſs. I hope this Motion pro- 
ceeds not from a vain Ambition of what ! 
ſhall not live to enjoy, but I know I have 
many Friends whoſe Love to me may make 

| ſomething of mine acceptable, eſpecially when 
I am taken from them; and methinks it 
would much pleaſe me if I might after my 
Departure be in any Capacity of doing the 
leaſt Good. Let me I beſeech you be commend. 
ed with all Heartineſs to every one to whom 
I ſtand engaged for their Love to me, and for 
their Remembrance of me, whether my Relz- 
tions or Chriſtian Acquaintance ; but ſhould 
I go to Particularize them, I ſhould ſtraiten 
myſelf of what I have more to ſay, and ſcarce 
keep within the Bounds I confine my Let- 
ter to. Preſent my Duty to my Father, with 
many Thanks for his Kindneſs to me. My 
humble and earneſt Requeſt to Him 1s, that 
he would beware of thoſe many Temptations 
and Snares his Employments and Converſe in 
the World expoſe Him to, and to give all dili- 
gent, heed to Adorn the Goſpel by his Con- 
verſation, as remembring the World he is 
haſting to. My Counſel in r 0,80 1 
| Fe. riends 
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cl friends is, in the Words of the Apoſtle, 


Cor. 15. the laſt Ver. and of 1 Pet. 1. 31. 


Now once again, let me renew to you my 
irſt great Requeſt, that you let not your Grief 
exceed the Bounds of a Chriſtian Mourning, . 
for the Departure of a Relation from a trou- 
bleſome ſinful World to the Land of Holineſs, 
Peace and Bliſs, whither you expect ſhortly 
to follow. Where would you have me, bur 
where you ſhall ever be in Company with 
me ? Is it ſo great a Matter whether our. 
whole Way lyes together, ſo long as we ſhall 
meet ſo ſoon, and be ſo long &er we Part? 
ay not you. fear you ſhall not particularly 
know, and. therefore not Rejoyce in me in 
the next World; for be certain, ſuch a parti- 
cular Knowledge as may conduce any Thing 
to our Joy we ſhall then have, and none ſhall 
there complain that they know not how to 
find out and renew. their Acquaintance with 
their former Friends. What the Converſe; of 
thoſe bleſſed Spirits is, I am yet utterly- to 
ſeek, but. thro? the infinitely. free Grace of 
God in Chriſt, I hope: Experimentally to know 
by that Time theſe have wrought your Hands; 
And whilſt, you are bedewing theſe Lines with 

your Tears (which I wiſh may proceed from 
- MW 25 great a mixture of Joy as Sorrow) I hope 
s to be received. into that Place of Joy and Tri- 
umph, where all Tears ſhall be wiped nen 8 
$ | rom 
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from our Eyes. Alaſs, what will it be then 
to me, what any of the poor World I leave 
behind me are doing, whether they Cry or 
Laugh in thoſe Dreams out of which they'll 
ſoon be awaked, and the Memory of them 
preſently Vaniſh'd ? O then ſhall all the buſy 
anxious Doubtings and Conjectures of my 
Soul be reſolved; then ſhall all my Fears and 
Jealouſies be Baniſh'd; then ſhall the Deſires 
and Longings of my Soul be fully ſatisfied. 
I can now find my Heart but little warmed 
or raiſed by the moſt ſerious Forethoughts of 
this bleſſed State; and that even makes me 
more earneſtly breath after it, ſince I here 
can attain to ſo very little Faretaſtes, and 
can meet with nothing elſe that will afford 
me any Thing like Contentment. Oh! who 
that is perſwaded that his Happinels conſiſts 
in his nearneſs to God, can ever be much @- 
tisfied at ſuch a Diſtance from Him. Now 
I hope he will take Pity on my poor bewil- 
dred deſolate Soul, and put an End to all her 
Wandrings, and finiſh her Labours, receiv- 
ing her to that everlaſting Reſt which re- 
mains for his People. In the midſt of all 
the preſent deadneſs, darkneſs and diſtem- 
peredneſs of my Soul, this is my great Com. 
fort that I ſhall leave all theſe with'my Body 
behind me. They ſhall no longer haunt and 
torment me in my Attendance upon God, 
but with the greateſt Freedom, A 
Raiſed» 
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Raiſedneſs Vigour of Mind, ſhall I be 
employed in en forth the everlaſti 
Praiſes of the moſt high God. Oh! the dif- 
ference betwixt my Prayers and thoſe Praiſes, 
my Meditations of God, and my Fruition 
of Him, my Following after, and being Filled 
with Him! Oh! the difference betwixt Hear- 
ing or Reading of, and Beholding God, be- 
twixt celebrating the Memorial of Chriſt's 
Undertaking, and Enjoying the full Fruits of 
it, betwixt the Receiving of a Sacrameat, 
and ſeeing and Converſing with Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and fitting down at his Table in his 
Kingdom ! betwixt a Communion of imper- 
fe& Saints, and the Society of glorious An- 
gels, and the perfect Spirits of the Juſt! Ina 
Word, for I muſt have done ; How vaſt will 
be the Difference betwixt the preſent dark 
Fore-thoughts of theſe great Things, and m 
Attainment of them! Oh let then the Conſi- 
deration of this Glory my Soul hath entered 
upon, ſilence and allay your Sorrow for my 
Departure, and quicken and raiſe your own 
earneſt ExpeQations of this bleſſed State! 
Let the believing Views and rational Ho 

of it Chear now your own Soul, and intently 
fix your AﬀeQions and Thoughts there. And 
live in the Practice of the excellent Duty of 
Meditation, eſpecially on the future Happi- 
neſs. I believe it is bur a very little while 
before we that now part with ſome ſadneſs 


for 
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Fr thoſe we leave behind, ſhall all meet in 
the General Aſſembly of Saints, and be for 
ever with the Lord and with one another 
Wherefore be Comforted with thefe Words, 
New the God of Mercy chro the Son of his 
Love, Bleſs, protect and keep you, and all 
my ſurviving Friends, Conducting you by 
his Grace thro” this Vale of Tears, giving 
us all Boldneſs in the great Day of Chriſt 
Appearance, and a Joyful Admiſſion into the 
everlaſting Kingdom. Theſe are the ſincere 
Deſires of Him who gives you this his laſt 
*Farewel, deſiring to manifeſt himſelf to have 
been, A 5 


Tour Dutiful Son, 
JOHN RAWLETT. 


